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Martin. I am satisfied that the Arbitration
Court would give every consideration to the
claims of these men if they were given aceess
to it. T can carry my memory back to the
shearing days when all sorts of conceivable
objections were raised against the shed
workers and shed hands approaching the
Arbitration Cowrt. Sinee that time, when
wages and conditions were fixed by the court,
T do not know of any pastoralist who is not
prepared to admit that that tribunal is the
safest way of dealing with the position as
far as working conditions are concerned. I
support the Bill and hope that the House
will, as I said at the outset, take a long view
of a question such as this, and will never at
any time impede progress or prevent en-
ployees from having access to the court.

On motion by Hon. W, J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lient.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Forests Aet Amendment.

2, Soldier Land Settlement.

House adjourned at 5.23 p.n.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 25th October, 1934.
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BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.

1, Financial Emergeney Tax Assessment
Act Amendment,

2, Financial Emergency Tax.

3, Finaneial Emergency Ac¢t Amendment.

4, Constitution Aets Amendment Act,
1931, Amendment,
Introdnced by the Aecting Premier.
5, Hairdressers and Retail Tobacconists?
Lieensing.
Introduced by Mr. Needham.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for the remainder of the session
granted to the Premier (Hon. . Collier)
on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—GOLD MINING PROFITS TAX
ASSESSMENT.

Second Reading.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. Me-
Callum—South Fremantle) [4.36] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is the
first of two Bills to deal with the imposi-
tion of a tax on profits derived from the
gold mining industry by companies opera-
ting in Western Australia. The legislation
will apply only to companies and not to
individuals or syndicates. The Bill I am
now dealing with is the assessment mea-
sure; the second Bill will impose the rate
of tax. I want to emphasise the fact that
the tax proposed will be on net profits and
not, as in some other parts of the world,
on gold produced. If no profits are made,
there will be no tax. We are not the first
Government to ask the gold-mining in-
dustry to eontribute something towards the
finanees of the State in view of the excep-
tional cireumstances existing throughout
the world. Tt is strange to note that when
the economic position of the State was far
more sound and we were more prosperous
than at the moment, the gold mining indus-
try was under a elond. On the ofher hand,
since the State has suffered from effects
of the ecconomic depression and has been
faced with grave financial difficnlties, the
gold mining industry has been booming.
It is many years ago, if, indeed, ever be-
fore, that there was such a bright outleok
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for the industry as there is at the moment.
In South Afriea the Governmeut passed a
law applying a tax on gold, far different
from the one proposed in this State. The
South African tax is ecalled an ‘‘excess
profits tax,’’ and it is imposed on every
person—it is not limited to companies—
engaged in the produection of gold. The
excess profit is based on a standard fixed
by the Act and the calculation is in accord-
ance with a rather involved formula. How-
ever, the .\et sets out that the Governmen:
can tax on a graduated scale up to 70
per cent. of the excess prefits. With gold
twice its normal value, as it is just now,
the South African law allows the Govern-
ment to tax up to 70 per cent. of the
excess price.

Mr. Patrick: Tt has put the South Afri-
can (Giovernment in a wonderful finaneinl
position.

The ACTING PREMIER: The tax fur-
nishes the main source of revenne in South
Africa. The Act there allows for certain
exemptions, and if the excess profits deo not
reach a certain amount, the tax is not im-
posed. Considerable objection was raised
by the mining interests in South Africa to
the tax proposed by the Government, and
ultimately the latter agreed not to take
more than £6,000,000 from the industry in
a vear,

Mr. Warner: Nor would yon?

The ACTING PREMIER: Tt will be seen
that the tax proposed under our legislation
represents a mere bagatelle ns against that
actually imposed in South Africa, apart al-
together from the incidence of the tax. Qurs
will be on net profits and will be limited to
companies, whereas the Sounth African tax
is applied to evervone engaged in the indus-
fry.

Mr. Seward: What is mean by ‘“‘excess
profis’?

The ACTING PREAMIER: T take it that
it means the excess price of gold ahove its
normal value. The price is £8 123 to-day
as against £4 in normal times.

Mr. Patrick: I think in Canada they re-
fer to the tax as one on the excess incre-
ment.

The ACTING PREMIER: I understand
that the Canadian legislative proposals have
not been finalised. I am informed that their
tax is to be on the gold and not merely
on profits. It will readily be admitted—in
fact, it has already been admitted—by all
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concerned in the gold mining industry or
who have invested money in that direction,
that all Governments in Western Australia
have heen sympathetic towards the gold-
mining industry, and I can say without besi-
tation that future Governments will adépt
a similar aftitude.

Mr. Stubbs: The induestry was hard hit
hy Federal taxation.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, at one
period. Nevertheless it is generally recoe-
nised that all Governments bave been very
sympathetie, and it i safe to say that they
will continne to adopt that aftitnde. Al-
though I do not intend to traverse the full
details beeause I do not propose to delay
the House to any extent, T shall place be-
fore members some facts to show what
Western Australia has done, and at what
cost, in order to assist the gold mining in-
dustry during past years. Under the Min-
ers’ Phthisis Aet, the total amount the Stafe
has paid sin¢e the proclamation of the Aect
up to the 30th June last has been £418,165,
and the annual pavments have been as fol-
lows :(—

£
1925-26 5,108
1926-27 20,518
1927-28 37,922
1928-29 41,145
1929-20 47,216
1930.31 61,687
1931-32 69,699
1932-33 60,043
1933-34 65,326
That has been the cost to the State
under that heading nlone.” The esti-

mate of outstanding liability under that
heading is £344,000, which liability we
still have to face owing to a disease created
by the indusiry. In addition there have
been incidental expenses totalling £1,307,
and eontributions to the Aine Workers’ Re-
lief Fund at 9d4. per man per week cost us
£0,672 last vear. That made a total of
£76,805 expended by the Government last
vear on phthisis and the relief fund. When
the Workers’ Compensation Act was passed
and the third schedule classed miners’ dis-
ease as an industrial disease compensable
under the Act, for four years the State
paid the whole of the preminm cost to the
State Insurance Office. In the fonr years
that involved the State in an expenditure
of £83,155. Sinee 1930-31 the mines have
paid the premium, but during the years
1927 to 1931 the State provided the amount
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I have mentioned. Tt muost be remembered,
too, that the main claim for the erection of
5 sanatorium in Western Australia came
from the miners. I shall not inglude the
cost of the huilding, as probably a sana-
torium would have had to be provided in any
event, but 90 miners have heen admitted
to that institution during the lagt five vears.
The approximate cost of each inmate is
£100 16s. a year, which means that the total
estimated cost has been over £9,000 for the
keep of those patients alone. Under the
Mines Development Voie we have expended

from general loan funds the following
amounts:—

£
192430 89,516
1930-31. 28,514
1931-32 24,203
1932-3% 26,877
1933.34 64,048
Total £234,148

We have also given substantial assistance
to the industry in other ways. In 1923-24,
when the mining industry started to slump,
the price charged for water was 7s. per
1,000 gallons. The Government redaced
the price to the mines to 3s. per 1,000 gal-
lons, and subsidised the Goldfields Water
Supply Department from the Treasury to
the extent of 4s. per 1,000 gallons. That
subsidy continued from the 1st July, 1923,
to the 30th June, 1931, a period of eight
years. The total revenue paid by the min-
ing companies during the ecight years was
£242,080, and the total subsidy paid hy the
Government was £265,717. The grand tolal
of income received from mining sources dur-
ing the eight years was £507,797, and the
total subsidy paid by the Government was
£379,553. The balance over and above the
amount of £265,717 was for supplies to the
W.A. Goldfields Firewood Company, the
Power Corporation, and other services de-
pendent on the mining industry.

Mr. Stubbs: Are the mines paving 7s.
per 1,000 gallons now?

The ACTING PREMIER: No, the price
has been reduced. A statement frequently
made by members and generally accepted
by the community is that when the loan for
the construction of the main pipe line from
Mundaring to the goldfields was redeemed
in 1926-27 to the amount of £2,500,000, the
money was derived from the gold mining
industry, and that the industry had actu-
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ally paid for the cost of the pipe nne. That
is not an aceurate statement of the position.
In 1926-27 when the Treasury redeemed
the loan of £2500,000, the goldfields water
scheme was in debt to the Treasury to the
extent of £1,886,338. The redemption de-
creased the annual sinking fand payments
from £77473 to £2,473, and a proportion-
ate saving of interest on the reduced eapi-
tal was effected. The point I wish to make
is that the £1,886,338 was paid by the eom-
munity as a whole, not by the industry. Of
eourse the people of the goldfields paid
their sharc in eommon with the other peo-
ple of the State, but the loan was not fully
subscribed by the mining industry. We are
very sensible of the importance of the gold
mining industry io the State. Before com-
ing to a deecision to impose a tax on gold
mining profits we foak every precaution
possible. We would not for one moment
have entertained the idea of impesing a
tax if we had thought that it would have
any detrimental effect on the industry,
particularly at the present time when so
much money is being introduced from over-
seas for investment in the industry. We
have been very careful at every step taken
that nothing should be done to jeepardise
the most favourable position that exists.
First of all, through the Agent General we
got into touch with the representatives of
big mining investors in London, and confer-
enees and negotiations were eondueted over
many months. They were then given an
outline of the Government’s proposals, and
we have received an assurance that they
have noe objection to the Bill, and that they
considen it will not have any detrimental
effect on investments in Western Australia,
While the Agent General was carrying on
negotiations at the London end, the matfer
was taken up with the Chamber of Mines
at this end. Members of the Chamber of
Mines were apprised fully of the proposal.
The mining interests made several sugges-
tions, some of which we were able to accept,
and we set out the reasons why we could not
accept the other proposals. The mining re-
presentatives appreciated the Government's
reasons for not adopting all the suggestions,
and the Bill has received their approval.
There is no objection to the Government’s
proposal either from the big mining interesis
in London or from the interests at this end.
Notwithstanding all the large expenditure
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with which we are faced and all the money
we have spent to assist the indusiry, we are
only providing for a tax estimated to pro-
duce £80,000 a year. I have alveady given
the fizures showing that the industry,
in  respect of miners’ disease, cost
the State over £76,000 lasi vear. There
will be some cost for collecting the tax, but
disregarding all the other hig items of ex-
penditure that T have outlined, and dealing
only with the cost of miners’ phthisis and
expenses ineidental thereto, the cost to the
State last year was something over £76,000.
We told the mining interests that we con-
sidercd it fair to ask the companies to con-
tribute to the extent of £80,000. The in-
vestigntions made by departmental experts
showed that a tax of 1s. 4d4. in the pound
would be required to produce £80,000. That
iz the proposal.

AMr. Stubbs: If rold is £8 an ounee you will
et 10s, 8d.?

The ACTING PREMIER: T have already
said that we are not proposing a tax on
gold. The proposal is to tax the profits
made by gold mining companies. I com-
Panies are operating and are making no
profit, thex will not pay this tax, but com-
panies operating at a profit will pay 1s. 4d.
in the ponnd. As I have pointed out, that
will harelv recoup the State for what is
now being paid for miners’ phthisis and in-
cidentals thereto. Tt eannot be said that we
are asking for anything exeeptional. Swvn-
dicates and individuals will not come under
the provisions of the Act and will not pay
the tax. The reason is that under the Tand
and Income Tax Act syndicates and indi-
viduals at present pay up to 4s. in the
pound, less 20 per cent rebate, a net maxi-
mum of 38.4d. in the pound. Tncorporated
companies, including gold mining companies,
are taxed at the vate of 17.23d. in the pound
on profits. The tax proposed of 16d. in the
pound will bring the total tax on gold min-
ing eompanies to 33.25d. in the pound, and
that will still leave mining eonrpanies ap-
proximately 5d. in the pound below syndi-
cates and individuals at the net maximum,
Henve we eannot be accused of proposing
anything extraordinary., The proposal is
moderate in every way, We are asking the
companies to do what they themselves agree
in all the ectreumstances is a fair thing.
It will readily be accepted that the cost of
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treating cases of miners’ phthisis i= a legi-
timate charge upon the industry.

Mr. Patrick: It is nothing like the divi-
dend duty charged on mines in Englaad,

The ACTING PREMIER: No. It is a
mere bagatelle compared with the taxation
charged elsewhere. No one will argue that
the charge for the treatment of those who
suffer from miners' phthisis is anything but
a legitimate one against the industry. Whilst
the indnstry was struggling, and the priee of
gold was down, and the cost of production
was high, the State bore the cost. That
cost is shown in figures that I have already
given, The position is now reversed. The
State is in financial straits, whilst the in-
dustry itself is booming. The State stuck
to the industry when it was passing througn
bad times, and now that the State is hard
hit and the industry is booming, the indus-
try should do a fair thine by the State.
That is all this Bill asks for. There is no
question of recouping the State ifor the
hundreds of thousands, indeed of millions,
the State has spent in helping the industry.
We are not asking for that to be rebated.
We know that many shareholders in those
days are nol shareholders to-day. We de-
sire to continue to encourage ergital to
came in, and to afford every facility and
help to companies to develop onr auriferons
areas. In view of the prosperons condition
in which the industry finds itself to-day, 1
do not think it ean be argued that the com-
munity as a whole should continue to pay
the cost attendant upon the disease that this
industry has spread amongst those who are
working in it. That 15 admitted to be just
and equitable by the big investors them-
selves. It is a great relief and pleasare
to the Government that those who ave vitally
interested, both overseas and in this State,
have told us that they regard our proposal
as fair and equitable, and that in all the
cireumstances they have no objection teo
it. It is proposed that the tax shall be im-
posed upon the profits made by the eompan-
ies at the close of the last financial year.
Many of the companies close their financial
year on the 31st December. The tax will
be imposed on the profits disclosed at the
end of their last finaneial vear. These ave
the faets of the case. I know considerahle
inferest has been displayed by the commu-
nity in the proposals of the Government.
On that account I have taken this, the Rrst
opportunity, te explain the provisions of
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the Bill. 1 hope Parliament will pass the
measure as early as possible so that the
companies and all persons interested in the
indunstry will know what the final decision
of the Legislature is, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. D. Ferguson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—FORREST AVENUE CLOSURE.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—DMt. Magnet) [5.5] in moving
the second reading said: I feel sure this
Bill will not be opposed. It is proposed
to build a girls’ high sehool at East Perth,
So that the land upon which the building
is to be erected may be consolidated, this
Bill provides for the elosing of portion of
Forrest Avenne. The avenue at this point
lies between Bronte Street and Wellington
Street, and it is proposed to close it between
where it adjoins Bronte Strest and where
it joins Wellington Street. The two loca-
tions that will be used for the high school
abut upon Horatio Street, Bronte Street,
and Wellington Street, at the end of For-
rest Avenue. The City Council has done
a considerable amount of work in Plain
Street, which leads up from Queen’s
Gardens over the hill to Mt. Lawley, and it
is not proposed to close thaf sireet, hut
that portion of TForrest Avenne which
traverses the location that abounds Horatio
Street and Bronte Street will be closed.
The City Council offers no objection to
this being done, and there is none from a
departmental point of view. The portion
of Forrest Avenue thai it is proposed to
close, and which traverses one of the loea-
tions conecerned, is bhordered blue on the
plan., I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. D. Ferguson, de-
hate adjonrned.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.

1, Electoral Act Amendment.
2, Constitution Aects Amendment,
With an amendment.
3, Western Australian Aged Sailors and
Soldiers’ Relief Fund Amendment.
Without Amendment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous dav.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Mr.

Vote—Public Health, £34.004—agreed to.

Depariment of the Minister for Lands
(Hon. M. F. Troy, Minister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £50,4325:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [5.8]: I regret
that the demand for land for agriculiural
purposes last ycar was limited, due no
doubt to the unsatisfactory price offering
for farm products, and the difficulty
attendant wupon securing the necessary
finance. Members are well aware of that
condition in this and every other primary
producing country, and it need not there-
fore he stressed by me. Altogether 689
applications were received under the Con-
ditional Alienation Sections of the Aet,
for an area of 392,538 acres. Until such
time as there is a considerable increase in
the value of primary produets, the depart-
ment cannot Jook for a very mueh inereased
demand for wheat lands. There was a
considerable increase in the demand for
pastoral areas, no doubt as a result of the
excellent price that was obtained for wool
Inst year. This encouraged more people io
embark upon the industry, and others to go
deeper into it. T regret, therefore, that
the price of wool has not sinee been main-
tained. Altogether 104 applications were
veceived for a total area of 7,601,917 acres
of pastoral land, being an increase of 34
applications over the tofal for the previous
vear, and an increase in area of 4,761,130
acres. The number of blocks allocated by
the Land Board was 128, and the number
of new settlers for last year was 347. The
applications approved under the Conds-
tional Alienation Sections of the Aet,
numbered 583, for an area of 350,062 acres.
That represented an excess of some hun-
dreds over the figures for the previous
year. Pastoral leases were approved to the
number of 124, for an area of 7,530,930
acres. The area applied for as pastoral
leases was more than double that of the
previous vear. Altogether 766 town and
suburban lots were sold by auction. The
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amount realised was £18,489, and was
£4/922 in excess of the upset prices.
The activity in the mining industry has re-
sulied in a great demand for land on the
goldfields, particularly for town blocks. The
demand in Kalgoorlie and Boulder has been
most eonsistent, and the department has dis-
posed of a great number of blocks in those
localities. Many of these had, as a result
of legislation that was recently passed, been
vested in the Crown. In almost every gold
mining centre there has been a noticcable
demand for town blocks. The depariment
has heen engaged upon the survey of town
sites in several areas, as well as in distriets
that were abandoned some years ago. The
sale of blocks has led to a considerable ex-
pansion in the revenue receipts. There has
been a beavy demand for assistance by
way of advances for wire netting sup-
plies fo assist farmers to fight vermin. More
than double the quantity of wire netting
was supplied last year compared with the
previons year. Altogether 364 farmers
were supplied with netting, eomprising 1,360
miles, and there were also supplied 142 tons
of barbed and plain wire, the value being
£55,221. Since the ineeption of the scheme,
2,771 settlers have been supplied with 11,000
miles of rabbit netting and 388 tons of wire
valued at £496,622. These supplies are
made as a result of advances provided by
the Federal Government, for which the State
takes the full responsibility. The Common-
wealth Government have laid it down that
they must be paid their instalments and
nterest annually. They will not stand up
to any losses that are made, There is con-
siderable leeway with respect to payments
by settlers who have been provided with
wire netting, seeing that the arrears of in-
terest and instalments amount to £51,414.
The State Government are compelled to
stand to that amount to the Commonwenlth
Government. As I have said, the State
Government have approached the Common-
wealth Government with the request that
the latter should stand in with us in red
spect to these arrears, but they have re-
fused to do so. It is a trust fund and they
expect the State to make payments annually.
In reality the State is bearing the whole
of the responsibility of finding the payments
that are not made by the farmers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The Commonwealth
Government cannot be a farmers' Govern-
ment.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thai
may be so, but the farmers still vote for
them. 1 have no doubt, if a motion of no-
confidence were moved to-morrow in the
Federal Parliament, the Country Party
would support the Government.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: We have to choose
the lesser of two evils.

Mr. Patrick: One must alwavs choose the
lesser of two evils.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
a fatuous excuse, in view of the farmers
experience of Labour Governments.

Mr. Patrick: Do you think a change ol
Government in the Federal sphere would
get you that money?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Federal Country Paxrty will always voie
for the present Government. They always
have voted for such Governments, and they
will continue to do so. In this State there
is less excuse for them. Here it is that
Country Party and Nationalist candidates
are elected by a combined vote. The
Country Party make that their policy. Hav-
ing adopted such a policy, the Country
Party must stand by the consequences. Be-
sides, the Western Australian Federal
Country Party pursue a foolish policy in
instrueting their members in the Federai
Parliament to vote against measures which
would be for the benefli of the farmers.
The hon. member interjecting knows per-
fectly well, as regards the Wheat Pool, that
if the Government pass a law and under
that law make a contract with certain peo-
ple to market a commodity, then the peo-
ple in question, having put in the com-
modity, have fulfilled their part of the con-
tract, and the Government must fulfil theirs.
The Federal Government promised 4s. per
bushel on condition that the farmer put
his wheat into the pool. If a law to that
effeet had been passed, the Commonwealth
Government would have been compelled to
pay- However, as regards subsequent
legislation, somebody else who bad no obli-
gation to pay was instructed to pay a
bounty. Where a law is passed and ihe
obligation is on the Government to pay,
and the other party fulfils the contract, the
Government must pay. In suech eircum-
stances, every citizen who fulfils his part
of the contract has the right to appeal io
the courts, and bhaving got judgment, to put
the bailiffs in. The Country Party should
now exclaim, “Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea
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maxima culpa!” The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, 1 admit, would bave been in great
difficulties to find the money; but the Coun-
try Party missed their chance.

Mr. Patrick: Do not forget that the
State Government had to find half the
oney.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Com-
monwealth Government then got shrewder,
and tried to put the obligation on some-
body else, That law could not effect its
purpose. Many applications are being made
for wire netting, and unfortunately a pro-
portion of them have to be turned down.
L am sorry indeed for that, It is not pleas-
ant to turn down the applications of people
who find their incomes deprecinted because
they cannot get wire netting, When I
look arownd at some of the old-established
places in Western Australia, I marvel that
the properties have not been fenced earlier.
In Northam and Goomalling, twe old-estab-
lished areas, rabbits are to be found in abun-
dance.  Althongh the farmers there have
enjoyed good seasons and good prices, they
did not wire-nef, probably because they
thought the rabbits would never come there.
Travelling through the distriet, 1 see rab-
bits in thousands, I am exceedingly sorry
to have to refuse wire-netting. I would not
{or a momment think of refusing if the Com-
monwealth Government came in. However,
there is owing to the State nearly £3,000,000
for land rents, interest and wire-netting ad-
vances; and there is a limit to the State’s
capacity to pay. Again, in this country
quite & few people who get wire-netiing do
uot look after it. They get it on easy terms;
and since they do not pay rent, interest or
wire-netting instalments, they do not re-
gard themselves as having any great re-
sponsibility in case of ahandonment. Travel-
ling throngh the country I often see wire-
netting damaged. In a number of cases the
wire-netting is not even in the ground, but
is simply hung on the fence. I have been
told that if the wire-netting is laid on the
ground, the rabbits will not get under it
However, that is not my way of putting up
wire-netting. T know of cases where the
wire-neiting has been put loosely on the
fence and broken down hy stock.

Mr. Doney: What do vou do in such
cases to protect the interests of the State?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In one
case I spoke to an officer of the Agricultural
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Bank. 1 did not know him; I came upon
him aceidentally. He was discussing the
Agricuitural Bank Commission. I said to
him, “How is it I find that in this locality
people who pay no rent or interest or wire-
netting instalments do not even pui up the
wire properly, a lot of it being on the sux-
tace of the ground and hung loosely on the
fence?”’ Tereplied, “That is not the Bank’s
responsibility; that is the responsibility of
the Lands Department.” I said, “No, it is
vour responsibility. You are an officer of
the Lands Department.”

Mr, Doney: I do not think that idea is
very previlent,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not saying that it is prevalent, but I am
saying that the incident I have narrated is
true and correet. I know also that when
a farm is abandoned, sometimes the wire is
stolen.  According to one Agricultural
Bank's manager for a large district, the
stealing of Bank property is appalling.
When a farm is abandoned, the wire is some-
times stolen, The Agricultural Bank have
a detective following up that sort of thing;
but the Government cannot appoint too
many public oflicers—we have sufficient ex-
pense already. The manager in question,
in a recent report, refers to the condition
as appalling, and says that hardly is a farm
abandoned when the Bank property is stolen.
Further, he says he feels that frequently
before a Farm is abandoned, it is arranged
who shall get the spoil—those are the words
he used.

AMr. Donex : The inspector cannot be doing
his jobh at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
say that is universal, but it does occur. If
hon. members feel critical about refusals of
wire-netting, I give them the explanation
that a tight hand is being kept on such
advanees now, in order that they may not
gei into the hands of men without any sense
of responsibility, and that, as the Common-
wealth Government insist upon the obliga-
tion of the State to pay, the State must
insist upon men who get wire-netting pay-
ing something also, as far as they can. The
Commonwealth  wire-netting grant  has
ceased. The Commonwealth Government will
not make any further advances for wire-
netting. The total amount advanced by the
Commonweanlth Government so far is
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C420,630. It wag agreed that the advances
should he made for six years, and the six
years expired on the 30th June of last year.
The Commonweaith Government have
siaid that they will make no further advances
under (he scheme, The expenditure to date
is, roughly, £387,000, so that the amount
mnspent is anly £432,000.

Hon. P, I}. Ferguson: Cannot vou get the
bulanee from the (Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think so. The Cemmonweallth Government
have informed us that they will not advance
any further sums, and that as the six-year
period expired in June last, they nve finished.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They promisesl
£100,000 a year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ther
promised £100,000 a year for six years. The
demand was not made for the full amount
in those six years, and in June last the
Commonwealth Government finalised the
matter and said they would not make any
further grant.

Mr., Doney: But you will do your best fo
get the arrangement renewed, because the
need is just as great now as ever it was?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. Tn
the interests of Western Anstralian produ-
cars I hope to get further money, becanse
rabbits are beeoming very bad in the coun-
try. TIn particular, the group settlers are
in great difficnlties becanse of rabbits. Those
settlers do not pay anything now, and I do
not know how they will he protected hy
wire-netting, because that country is inter-
sected with brooks and streams. T suppose
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward)
having profited by bis experience will be
able to compare Gippsland with the South-
Woest.

Mr. Seward: I think you will find that T
will not do anything of the sort. T am
quite aware of the difficulties.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: My re-
mark was nof cynical.

Myr. Seward: Why do you say that I would
compare the South-West with Gippsland?
What aunthority bave you to say that? 1
imow nothing about the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On one
occasion the hon. member spoke of his ex-
periences in Gippsland and said how they
bhad got over their difficulties in that coun-
fry. He gave us the benefit of his experi-
ence, and I merely suggested that his ex-
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pevience gave him greater knowledge in
respect of this matter than I possess. He
knows Gippsland and I de not. The rab-
bits have been dealt with in that part of
Vietoria, of which the hon. member has
had experience, so I bowed to his greater
knowledge and expressed the hope that his
experience would be of value in econsidering
the position in the South-West. As members
are aware, the Land Act was consolidated
last vear and eame into force on the Gth
Mareh of this year. T am glad to say that
the operations under the Act have workea
smoothly. I confess I do not like introdue-
ing legislation to amend the Act so saon
after it has been passed, but if iz extra-
ordinary how experience in the Lands De-
partment teaches one the necessity for
amendments from time fo time. Althougi
T do not like tinkering with the Aet, I
am afraid we shall have to place a few
amendments before members. There are
many econditional purchase leases, the terms
of which have expired or are nearing expiry,
but owing to the condilions obfaining in
the farming induostry the settlers concerned
have been nnable to pay their rents and
purchase money, and therefore cannot ob-
tain their Crown grants. DMorigages are
issued under the Transfer of Land Act, and
when a lease expires, the Aet no longer
operates. In the circumstances I have out-
lined, it is impossible, during the interim
between the expiry of the lease and the
issue of the Crown grant, for fresh mori-
gages to be registered, and it is also impos-
sible for the settlers concermed to obtain
further financial assistance. The Land Act
will have to be amended to meet that posi-
tion. It was anticipated that when the term
of the conditional purchase leases expired,
the rents would have heen paid and
the settlers would have been able to
get their titles, after which they could
effect any mortgages they liked. Owing
to the conditions that have obtained within
the State for some time past, the land rents
have not been paid, leases have expired, and
the settlers have not been able to secure their
titles. The Land Aet passed by Parliament
last year included provision for the surren-
der of existing pastoral leases that were to
expire in 1948, and for the granting in lien
new leases, which would expire in 1982, and
the existing enenmbrances on the surrendered
leases were to bg ecarried forward to the new
Jeases. By that means an opportunity was
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provided for a lessee to obtain, wherever
possible, an amalgamated lease under which
all areas he held under several separate
leases would be grouped. Some 2,550 pas-
toral leases are owned by 755 lessees ang
action is in progress to investigate each in-
dividual lease and supply the lessee or his
agent with particulars of the procedure in-
volved. It is expeeted that when these amal-
gamations are effected, the number of leases
will be eonsiderably reduced to the mutual
advantage of the lessees and the department.
From the departmental standpoint it means
simplifiecation of records, correspondence,
accounting and general administration. Trea-
sury approval was given last year for n Te-
duction in the rate of interest on soldiers’
holdings in repurchased estates, and the in-
terest was reduced to 41% per cent. as from
the 1st January Jast. The rate of interest
charged selectors on the value of improve-
tents existing at the time of selection as
reduced from seven per cent. to five per cent.
as from the 30th July, 1933, exeept, as I
have indicated, in respect of repurchased
estates, in connection with which the redue-
tion was to 4%% per cent. Overdue land rents
on conditional purchase leases amounted, as
at the 30th June, 1934, to £552,792, and the
amount overdue on the pastoral leases was
£21,456. Tt will be seen that the amount of
overdue land rents inereased during the last
12 months by £100,000, whereas the amount
of pastoral lease rentals overdue was rednced
by £7,000. The outstanding rentals in respect
of town, suburban and other subdivisions for
cultivation was veduced by from £200 to
£300. The total overdue land rents outstand-
ing as at the 30th June, 1934, represeated
£580,414. Overdue rent instalments in con-
nection with the repurchased estates and
ordinary agricultural lands purchase leases,
as at the 30th June last, amounted to £98,792,
and on soldier settler holdings to £155,026,
making the total overdue instalments of rent
on account of repurchased estates £253,819.
Then there are the overdue payments on
account of wire netting amounting to
£60,864. Members will agree that that repre-
sents a considerable lability, and in view of
present-day conditions there is no sign of an
improvement. Unfortunately it cannot be
belped. New reserves numbering 200 were de-
clared during the year, covering an area of
24,903 acres. With regard to the outlook
for the season, the Depyty Government
Statistician has estimated there are 9,547
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wheat growers, or 573 less than there were in
1933. He estimated the area under wheat
at a total of 2,896,536 acres, or a decrease
of 508,372 acres, compared with last season.
That decrease is regrettable, but it eould not
be expected otherwise, nor is the experience
different in any other part of the world, ex-
eept in countries like Great Britain and
France where the Governments are paying a
bonus on wheat grown locally. In every
wheat exporting country, the aercage under
erop has decreased considerably. Farmers
ean hardly be expected to grow wheat for an
unpayable market. What is happening here
is happening everywhere, Reeent reports
from the Agriculiural Bank inspectors are
not enconraging. The inspector dealing with
areas in the North has indicated that, owing
to rust, the production in that part of the
State will be much reduced. Then in the
Eastern arcas the rainfall during the last
month has been light and crops have suffered
from lack of moisture, while weeds have been
much more in evidence than last year. I am
told that the position in the Great Southern
distriet is brighter. Members who know that
part of the State will be able to speak with
greater authority.

Mr. Doney: Can you say what decrease is
expected in the wheat output in the north-
ern areas?

The MINISTER FOR ILANDS: T cannot
say. I do not think anyone conid give an
estimate.

Mr. Patrick: Tt would be impossible.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No one
can tell until the harvester is put over the
erop. I looked ai a number of crops during
the last few weeks and I could not say just
what they would yield. T fear that many
will give a poor yield of poor quality grain,
probably not marketable wheat. At any
rate the outlook is not good. The Western
Australian Wheat Pool prices for wheat
during 1932-33 was 2s. 94d. per bushel,
and for the season 1933-34 growers have re-
ceived approximately 2s. 7d. per bushel. I
suppose there is another payment yet fo
come.

Mr. Patrick: You have referred to port
prices.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, not
prices at siding. For the year 1932-33, the
Commonwealth Government provided
£436,145, of which £389,925 was distributed
to the growers on an acreage basis of 2s. 2d.
per acre, and £45,304 was retained for the
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relief of farmers in necessitous circum-
stances. In 1933-3¢ the Commonwealth
grant toialled £639,493, of which £368,399
iz required to provide a bonus of 3s. 6dl
per acre on the acreage harvested for grain,
and £71,094 has been retained for assist-
ance to individual growers. This year the
Commonwealth Government have guaran-
teed 3s. per bushel at sidings. I bave no
doubt that the guarantee will be honoured
My great regret is that owing to late rain-
fall affecting some parts and the ravages
of rust in the northern areas, growers will
rot be able to reap full advantage from the
Commonwealth guarantce. Had the season
been normal, the honus of 3s. a bushel
would have meant the circulation of a lot
of moncy and many farmers would have
heen able to show a slight profit on their
operations. The position has caused me a
great deal of concern, and some means must
be devised to enable relief to be given to
iettlers who have suffered severely. The
Minister for Employment will speak later

1 regarding the work done by his depart-
ment, but I wani to make it clear that the
Lands Department has utilised wnemployed
labour for the improvement of farms that
are temporarily vacant, and also on farms
in possession of seftlers, particularly in the
South-West, because in that part of the
State a greater proportion of improvements
is neecessary. Formerly it was the policy
to use these men in opening up new coun-
try. Many of them were employed in what
is known as the Frankland River area. The
Minister has removed them from that area.
This expenditure is provided from the
l.ands Department’s loan vote and it did
not appear to be a wise policy to be clear-
ing country where there are no facilities
and no opportunity for marketing, when
there is country adjacent to markets,
schools and railways and where a greater
acreage is required to be cleared in order
to give the seitler an opportonity to pav
his way. So the Minisier has sent those
men to group areas and the South-West
generally, where they are now engaged in
maintaining improvements already effecte-l
on vaeant holdings and clearing additional
country.

Mr. Doney: Do you mean the Frankland
River work will be, to some extent, wasted
labour?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member can determine that for himself.
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We have spent a lot of money there, and
in my opinion it was never justified. No
less a sum than £63,000 was spent at Frank-
land River. When I became Minister I re-
garded thai as having been expended on
country which we do not now want, for
which we have no use, and unless the aecre-
age cleared is maintained the money pro-
bably will be lost. The Frankland River
is 40 miles from the railway, has no schools,
no facilities, no butter faetories, and so in
my opinion the moneyv spent there has been
wasted.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Most of it was
paid to those men for sustenance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Bat it
would have been far better had they been
employed on some improved properties
which had a market and a railway and
sehools.

The Minister for Employment: And which
would have earlier absolved the Government
from giving so much relief to people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not snggest that we are going to charge the
settlers the total cost of the improvements
for work now being done on their holdings.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They would not
be able to pay it if you did.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
would mnot be fair, because we are
employing all classes of labour and so
it would be unjust to charge the settler the
fuill cost; but he ought to hear a
rcasonable part of it. It has heen said that
this work eosts a lot of money, but we have
to realise that the men must be employed;
and if we spend £1 and do not get £1 back,
we ought at least fo try to get back 10s,
or as much as we can. So those men aro
now being employed in the South-West to
maintain improvements already effected i
established areas, and in the hope that they .
will engage in clearing snch an acreage as
will enable the settler to carry larger num-
bers of stock, and so pey his way. I do
not suggest that the system is not open to
criticism, I admit it is. Bub members, 1
hope, will restrain their eriticism, having re-
gard to the fact that unemployed men must
be employed. The previous Governnoren:
made arrangements with the Harvey Road
Board to expend a certain amount in con-
verting the Harvey commonage into pas-
ture land. When I came into office T was
led to believe that the Harvey Road Board
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would pay interest on that expenditnmre; I
was told that was a condition of the worlk.
But the members of that road board are
good business men, far better business men
than were the previous Government. Under
the agreement made, the Harvey Road
Board are not called upon to pay a shilling.
Their dbligation is to collect the revenues,
deduet the cost of collection and pay to the
Government the balance.

Mr. Thorn: The hon. member represent-
ing the distriet must have had something to
do with that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is a
testimony to the business capacity of the
road board. The hon. member had no-
thing whatever to do with it. But this year
the Government have sown and top-dressed
800 acres, and the road board will have to
fulfil their obligation, else we shall not do
any more of it; we have done a fair thing
for them in sowing and top-dressing 800
acres, and the department will now have
to await results. An area was being cleared
at the Margaret River. This also was new
eountry, which I visited with the member
for Sussex (Mr. Brockman). That work is
now stopped and the men are heing em-
ployed on vacant holdings and settlers’
holdings. In all, £15,000 was expended there.

Mr. Doney: That was reasonably close
to a railway and was reasonably good land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
from 12 to 14 miles out. We have hundreds
of acres cloger in than that, on which we
have spent thousands of pounds. We are
not going to put settlers 14 miles out when
we have improved areas, with homes on
them, ounly a couple of miles from a rail-
way. At Denmark we have spent £6,853
in an endeavour to clear some of the swamp
country, in the hope that stock will not he
~ subject to the wasting disease if they can
be fed on green fodder in the summer. In
the South-West a lot of money was ex-
pended in developing some of the higher
karrt country, but I have found that it
dries out very quickly. At Nannup and
Pemberton, at the end of January last, I
found that the whole of the karri country
had dried out, yet when I came back on to
the plains at Bunbury and Pinjarra I
found the country reasonably green. Even
as far down as Northeliffe the country on
the hills dries right out, when ai Bunbury
and Pinjarre it is still fresh. However, ai

[ASSEMBLY.)

Denmark we are hoping to get an area of
swamp country cleared, so that in summer
the settlers shall be able to grow green foa-
der, and consequently the wasting discase
will not be so serious. We are spending
a fair amonnt to that end. When the group
settlement scheme was teconstructed, the
(Government abandoned 800 or 900 loca-
tions, of which gquite a number werve in the
Bussgelton area. But Sir James Mitchell, the
Leader of the previous Government, initi.
ated a scheme by which unemployed men
took up some of those abandoned blocks.
They were not abandoned because they eon-
sisted exclusively of peor country. Each
had an area of reasonably good couniry,
but it was believed that none of the loca-
tions comprised sufficient acreage of good
land to enable a settler to make a living ana
pay his way. When those bloeks were aban-
doned we offered to sell them at prices up
to £300 or £400, representing the value of
the fencing, houses and outbuildings. As I
have stated, Sir James Mitchell put a num-
ber of settlers on those locations on condi-
tion that they purchased the land; and they
were to receive sustenance advances at £2
per week until they were able to establish
themselves. That was three or four years
ago, and a majority of those settlers are
there now. There has been expended on
25 locations—thousands of pounds were pre-
viously expended on them—a further sum
of £14115, Now I am endeavouring
to arrive at an understanding as to

when those settlers will be on their
own resources, when sustenance s yo-
ing to cease. With one or two
of them I have found difficulty. For

instanee, one man regarded the sustenance
as his wages, That advance is a charge
on the land, but now we are arranging that
cattle shall be put on the holding and the
settler be put off snstenance. The major-
ity of those holdings I do not regard as
adequate for a settler to make a living, but
T have always regarded them as offering
a good opportunity for a man to make a
home, pasture a few cows and a few pigs,
and find oceasional work around the dis-
triet. When we abandoned the Peel estate
holdings, I suggested that some of the
Fremantle lumpers might well go on to
those holdings and carry on with eows and
pigs and poultry, and so find themselves
semi-independent of the lahour market. I



{25 OcToRER, 1934.]

certainly regard most of those abandoned
blocks as affording opportunity for a man
to get a home in an area in which he
could partially maintain himself and his
family, working the block for six months
in the vear and getting oceasional jobs else-
where. But unless a holding will keep a
settler, the attitude of the Administration
must be that, when a holding is abandoned
on which thousands have been spent, we
cannot continue to spend it again on the
same holding. In addition to that, T
strongly disapprove of the policy of put-
ting settlers on holdings that have been de-
liberately abandoned after being tried out.
However, I hope that this year these sett-

lers will he in a position to main-
tain  themselves, for I am not going
to continne paving them sustenance
of £2 per week, which is merely
re-building the capitalisation. I found

that one settler who was to purchase a
block for £400 had already received more
fhan £400 in advances. Yet immediately
an attempt was made £o put him on bis own
resources, he abandoned the property. That
is a class of settler not worth carrying on,
and that is a poliecy not worth pursuing.
Those holdings, in my opinion, conld be util-
ised to enabie a man to keep himself semi-
independent of the labour market. He
coyld keep a few cows and, if he had not
a job, he could find work at home. In this
country I should like fo see that system
extended in the township arecas so that a
man who is able to get work during the
harvest or shearing might have 2 perma-
nent home for his wife and famly. T ar
ranged 2 system somewhat on those lines
with the men engaged in the sawmill at
Pemberton. The local school teacher, Mr.
McLeod, now of Vietoria Park, exhibited
greal puldic spirit and did useful work
there. It was suggesied that the Govern-
ment might cut up 1,000 acrves into blocks
in order that the mill men might establish
fiomes for themselves, with small orchards,
be semi-independent and thus obtain a
wider interest in life. I believe that about
100 blocks were wmade available, and I
am told that they have been taken up and
are being ntilised. T shonld like (o see the
system extended so that n casunal worker
might get a home and make himself semi-
independent of other employment. I do
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not say that the Government could finance

-such a scheme.

Hon. P. D. Fergusen: It is operating to
an extent in the township areas.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But to
only a limited extent. I do not intend to
pursue the policy of unemployed settle-
ment unless there is a better indication
of settlers being able to stand on their
own feet. I will not pursue a poliey of
abandoning holdings on the score that they
will not permit of men paying interest
and instalments, and then puiting other
settlers on those abandoned blocks. There
must be some indieation of settlers being
suceessful sooner or later. The depart-
ment is eugaged at present in a classifica-
tion of the Esperance agrienltural area.
That has been a disappointing area. Tt
has disappointed the expectations of men
possessed of considerable experience. There
is due to the Agricultural Bank by the sett-
lers of Esperance no less a sum than
£600,000. That amount does not include

land rents. The percentage of interest
being paid is not worth mentioning;
it is very small indeed. Dr. Teakle
has  been engaged during the last 12
months in classifying the Esperance
country.  He was definitely put on to

that work. He may be required fo
classify other areas later, but he was in-
structed to complete the classifieation of
the Esperance area. During the year a staff
survevor has been engaged on the soil sur-
vey along the Norseman-Esperance rallway
in conjunetion with Dr. Teakle. It is ex-
pected that this survey will be completed
by the end of 1934. T think the whole of the
Esperance area will have to be used as a
grazing and farming area, and that it will
have to he put nnder the grazing corditions
of the Land Act.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Then how would
vou keep down the mallee suckers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This sur-
vey will enable the amaigamation of hold-
ings to be taken in hand. We might amal-
gamate three or four holdings and such hold-
ings would have probably up to 1,000 acres
already improved. T visited the Esperance
district a few months ago and saw a con-
siderable acreage on which suckers will not
appear again. On the other hand, there was
a considerable acreage on which the suckers
were growing. The object of the department
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15 to provide at least 800 acres of cultivable
land, and the rest may be utilised for graz-
ing. T bhelieve the land is of grazing value.
If a settler is able to carry a fair number
of sheep and stock, and is prepared to cul-
tivate the land that Dr. Teakle recommends
for cultivation, and not the land affected by
alkali, there is a reasonable chance of his
winning through.

My, Grilfiths: Climatically it is partien-
larly well svited for sheep.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I thinx
it is. I confess that I did not sec as much
feed there as I saw elsewhere, but it oceurred
to me that the futuve success of the distriet
lay in grazing and farming on right lines.
There is a future for grazing if the settler
takes up in addition some of the sandplain
adjoining Esperance. If a settler took up
5,000 acres of sandplain as a grazing lease—
there are millions of acres—water could he
obtained easily, and if the country ware
burnt and the sheep put on it in summer
time, it would earry them through. I suw
some of that burnt country and considered it
niee, sncenlent land. If T were farming in
the mallee area that is what I would do, and
when there was a good rainfall T would take
my sheep to Norseman. In fact I would be-
cotze & bit of a nomad, travelling my shevp
where the water and feed were to be found.
The sandplain eountry, when bhurnt, has
good feeding value.

Mr. Patrick: It is good oat country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
good change eountry. T ecarry a fair cum-
her of sheep on my property, but eould not
do so at certain seasons nnless I turned them
out and made use of burni sandplain epun-
try. A settler who changes his sheep {rom
stubble to sandplain is Tess likely to be
iroubled by disease such as toxic paralysis.
T believe there is a Future for settlers who
work along those lines. T do not say it is
a radiant future for any settler, but if »
gettler ean pay his way and live reasonably
well and maintain himself as an independent
man in the community, that is as much as
one can expect. A man who is seeking a
fortune should not oo on the land. e
might make a fortune and he might not.
If he desires independence, a home and a
competency in sickness and old-age he can
get it, and I think those things are worth
striving for. T believe that a great many
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geftlers 1 the Esperance area have a mind
to give the new poliey a trial. Surveys bave
been earried out in the North-West for the
determination of sturling points for pastoral
leases. Owing to representations by pastor-
altsts who desire to fence their boundaries
and earry out other improvements, it has
been decided to survey a portion of the
129th meridian, the boundary hetween this
State and North Auslralia, It is proposed
to despatch a survey party by boat leaving
early in March next. It is also intended
to carry out further smiveys in the North-
West during the coming season. The Com-
monwealth will pay half the cost for the
survey of the boundary between the Kim-
berley area and Cemmonwealth territory.
The work hag heen leld up hecause the
Commonwealth Government wanted to pay
only a stipulated sum. The State would not
agree unless the Commonwealth wndertook
to pay half the cost. Now I wish
to refer to the migration agreement,
The Commonwealth are desirous of
cancelling  the  migration  agreement.
This  agreemenl  was  entered inte
hetween the Commonwealth and the State
(Governments as o result of an agrecment
between the Imperial and Commonwealth
Governments. The purpose of the agree-
ment was to encourage migration by means
of loans to the State at low rates of in-
terest in the initial years. The agreement
provided that for every £750,000 loaned to
the State, 10,000 migrants should bhe re-
caived into the State, and of them a cer-
tnin number settled on approved farms. A
further feature was thai money would be
lonned for the carrying out of approved
public works, for increasing the capaeity
of already settled aress, and expanding
settlement areas. The amounts horrowed by

this Stafe were—
£
For land settlement of migrants 2,138,000
For public works .. .. .. 2,379,849

Total .. £4,518,849

Certain of the approvals for railways were
withdrawn by the State in favour of what
it known as the 3,500 farms scheme. This
was done in agreement with the Common-
wealth after diseussion as to the possibility
of absorbing sufficient migrants on the
land. Owing to the question of soil sur-
vey, the 3,500 farms scheme was held in
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abeyance. No action was taken towards
approving of the building of the railways
in conneclion with it, but in the meantime
a number of farms were established on the
strength of promised facilities. Those
scttlers then became the responsibility of
the State, and to mecet their needs the
State Government constructed the Lake
Grace-Hyden Rock line, but this does not
provide sufficient facilities, and if the sett-
lers are to be kept on the land the follow-
ing railways must be built:—Southern
Cross Southwards, Hyden-Emu Rock, New-
degate-Lake King. The estimated cost of
those railways is £670,000. T am concerned
about those settlers, T wish to state that
when the 3,500 farms scheme was heing
discussed in the Premicr’s office, the parties
to the discussion were the Premier, Mr.
Gunn, Sir Charles Nathan and myself. The
whole of the seheme was considered.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
fore tea I was referring to the 3,500
farms seheme, and was speaking of the
necessity for rail communication for those
centres. Before anything was done about
the settlement, a conference was held in
the Premier’s room, at which the Premier
himself was present, Mr. Guon, Sir Charles
Nathan and myself. We discussed the
whole scheme. The area then included in
the 3,500 farms scheme was Mollerin from
Kulja Eastward. Xt was intended that the
seftlers in the Mollerin ares, and in the area
east of the settled parfs of the Great Southern
railway be finaneced from the migration vote
as to railways, water supplies, reads, ete. At
that time there was a great clamour for
land, and thousands of people were look-
ing for iand. About that time 800 locations
were surveyled. There were 300 or 400
in the Mollerin area, and 400 in the area
represented by the members for Pingelly,
Beverley and Wagin. Had we liked, T
think we counld have embarked at that time
upon the whole of the 3,500 farms scheme.
The British Government were locking for
an opening of this sort, as were also the
Commonwealth Government. The price of
wheat was good, and the whole of the pros-
pects before the farming industry gave
every encouragement to the scheme. We
desired, however, that there should bhe the
fullest investigation hefore anything was
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done. I am always inclined to be cautious
about schemes of sneh a character. During
the whole of my term of offiee, whenever
I have been challenged for not pushing on
with some settlement, I have always de-
clared that our policy was to kasten
slowly. Befor: the areas which are now
settled were made available, at the con-
ference in ihe Premier’s room, I spoke
about the demand for land, and said these
loeations eould not be beld up indefinitely.
Mr, Gunn and Sir Charles Nnthan stated
there was no objection, and agreed that the
locations should be made available as part of
the seheme. Sir Charles Nathan now states
he does not remember the ineident. Possibly
that is so, as e may not have been suffici-
ently interested to bear it in mind. T re-
member it myself. T was verv cantinus
about making land available. T have heen
asked why I did not get their approval in
writing. I did not think that necessary
when dealing with men who held sueh high
positions.

Mr. Stubbs: Does Mr. Gunn say he does
not remember your conversation?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He has
not said so. I saw Sir Charles Nathan,
who said he did not remember it. T do
remember it, because I took the precau-
tions. I said, “Whal about the blocks that
are all surveyed?’ There was a great clam-
our for them at the time. Mr. Gunn and
Sir Charles Nathan said they would be em-
bodied in the scheme. At that time the
Mollerin area was ineluded in the scheme.
The programme went on as arranged. A
complete investigation was made, including
soil analyses. Later on, the Migration and
Development Commission asked us to re-
move the Mollerin area from the scheme and
build the railway, so that the 3,500 farms
scheme would then be embodied in one con-
erete area. We did so. We removed the
Mollerin area from the scheme, and the State
Government built the railway. The settlers
concerned were very lueky. They have been
given a railway because they were removed
from the scheme. I understood from the
Migration Commission that they would then
assist to provide railway facilities through-
out the area east of the Great Southern
to Salmon Gums. I accept Sir Charles
Nathan’s statement that he does not remem-
her the conversation of which I speak.
I have not discussed the matter with Me.
Gunn. I have heen out of office ever sinee,
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but 1 put my impressions in writing. Now
both the Imperial and Commonwealth Gov-
ernments are pressing for a céancellation of
the migration scheme. This has been held
up until provision is made for railways to
the settlers in the 3,500 farms scheme area.

Mr. Doney: Is there any documentary
evidence that Mr. Gunn concurred?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,

Mr. Stubbs: That is the diificulty.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The two
Governments have heen pressing for can-
cellation for some fime. They pressed for
it during the term of the previons Govern-
ment, but the Leader of the Opposition,
then Minister for Lands, refused to can-
cel it. I have pursued the same policy. The
Government recently appointed a committes
under the ¢hairmanship of the Under Treas-
urer to go into the whole question and put
up econcrebe proposals. I hope these pro-
posals will include provision for a rvailway
in the areas I have mentioned.

My, Stubbs: Some of the settlers have
put their life savings into their holdings.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: VYes.
Had it not been for the depression, there is
no doubt they would have had railway com-
munication. Very good results have been
obtained from these areas. The seftlemenl
of our land is nof going to stop here and

pow., The development of the country is
nol ended.

Mr. Stubbs: Some have heen there for
six years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Popula-
tion will press out in this country. The pres-
sure of the population and the demand for
{and will necessitate that being done. If
the cowntry is to earry popalation, our
lands must be developed, and we must dis-
cover the nse to which our land is most suit-
able. 'We shall push out. There is no pos-
gibility of any man being in a position to
determine the future of this country. I am
not inclined to vemove the settlers from
those areas. One day we shall go baek
there, and probably go still fnrther east,
Dr. Teakle's examination did not condemn
all the land but only the minority area. He
does not condemn the Esperance area as
alkaline, but only the minority. He has
condemned certain lands which now grow
good grasses, I have seen more evidence
of alkali in other areas than I have seen in
the Esperance district.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mann: In the Avon Valley, for in-
stance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: With
cultivation, fallow and the conservation of
woisture, alkall develops in land. I am told
by the Royal Commission which recentiy
reported on the Agricultural Bank, that in
the Lake Grace and Newdegate areas, quite
a lot of land has become extensively affected
by alkali. That land is now excellent graz-
ing country, and is gradnally being restored.
The settlers can probably get one goed erop
in five years, hut meanwhile the land is used
for grazing purposes. Members know that
is the condition that appertains to many
areas. We have all had experience of it.
We know that many fertile and heavy soils
develop an alkali condition. The owners
must then use the Jand for grazing and
snateh a crop from it oceasionally.

My, Stubbs: Do you say that in the Lake
Grace district the soil is affected by salt9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: So I
am informed by the Royal Commissioners.

Mr. Stubbs: That is the first I have heard
of it,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
a lot of evidence of it there.  Ishould
not be surprised if it is s0. I know of many
areas aflected in the same way. I remem-
ber some years ago Mr. Bath, when Leader
of the Qpposition, and I inspected a pro-
perty known as the Northern Gully, owned
by people named Forrester. There was n
beautiful perenmnial streamn of fresh water
running through it. That was 25 years ago.
When I visited the same place five years

ago, the whole of the country around
the spring had gone salt, and the
stream was as salt as the sea. When

the timber had been cleared, the land enl-
tivated and the moisture eonserved, an al-
kaline condition set in. The salt was prab-
ably dne to seepage and to the rais-
ing of the water level. That is what hap-
pens in many places, not only in Take
Grace, Lake Brown and Newdegate.

Mr. Doney: There is hardly a distriet [
know of that is free from it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
paddocks which began to grow bad erops.
T am afraid to erop them any more, and
so I used them for grazing, hoping to get
a erop from a favourable rainfall season. T
am keen about giving seftlers in the 3,500
farms area railway facilities. In any propo-
sition that is put up by the Committee, that
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must be borne in mind. Provision must be
made for a railway for the people in ihe:e
arcas hefore the agreement is cancelled. 1
cannot say the agreement max nof be run-
celled; I am merely stating nry owu opinien.

Mr., Stubbs: If £200,000 is spent in Rav-
ensthorpe in the next 12 months to prove
the Ravensthorpe mines it will not be
long before a railway is running from New-
ilegate to tap the 3,300 farms scheme area.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Big min-
ing developments often warrant a railway.
AMost big mines are now using oil fuel,
which, in the case of Ravensthorpe,
would probably be landed at the port of
Hopetoun. I shall not recommend the
cancellation of the agreement until provi-
sion is made for railway facilities for this
area. The Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet,
which was passed by the previous Govern-
ment, and continued by the present Govern-
ment, has been administered in the hope of
assisting seitlers. Tt has been to their ad-
vantage. Since the Act came into opern-
tion in 1931, there have been 966 sctilers
working under the Aet, and 375 under See-
tion 13 (b), which makes provision for sea-
gonal advances under bill of sale. In all,
420 farmers are heing carried on under the
Act, and 50 under Seetion 13 (b). Th rela-
tion to the former, advances in cash and
kind total £185220, the arcan under erop
being approximately 181,000 acres. Under
Section 13 (b) the area cropped is approxi-
mately 28,000 acres, while advances total
£28572. Arrangements were made for the
fallowing of 121,000 acres, but final fig-
ures ave not vet available. TLast year, office
expenditure totalled £2,224, as against an
estimate of £2,520 for this vear. I shall not
deal further on this oceasion with the Far-
mers’ Debts Adjustment Act, as a Bill fo
the continuance of that measure will he
brought down during this session. Tare
Town Planning Board is also administered
by the Minister for Lands, The Town Plan-
ning Commissioner has acted as consultant to
local authorities in the preparation of
schemes, park designs, and developmental
work, In the course of his duties the Com-
missioner has been able to secure for the
State, at no ecost, park lands and water
fronts to the extent of 36 acres, besides
three acres of school sites, seven acres of
drainage reserves, and 73 acres resulting
from truneation of corners. These areas,
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as I say, have been aequired by the Staie
without eost, The loeal avthorities are now
making provision for town planning schemes
in 1he administration of their districts, in
which respect the Commissioner is advis-
ing them, I do not propose to muke more
than a brief reference to group setilements.
I bhave already spoken about the uti-
lisation of wunemployed Ilabour for the
purpose of enabling settlers to obtain
acreages that will permit them to carry a
larger number of stock. The Bank Trus-
tees are also linking up areas. In some
cases, I am convineed, the existing acreage
cleared and developed is not safficient to
enable the settler to carry sufficient cows
to maintain himself and to pay his interest.

Mr. Brockman: Quite so.

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: That
position is being improved by the use of
unemployed lahour in extending the area
cleared, whilst in other eases we are linking
up holdings. As settlers’ sons come of age,
the son is oceasionally sold an area, which
he works in conjunction with his father’s
area. In fact, that has oceurred in a number
of eases. Group settlers follow debates in
Parliament elosely, if T may judge from the
way in which my words here are repeated
to me.

Member: Settlers rend “Hansard.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know that; but I am often told what I have
said here, so I have to he careful. Sometimes
our words do not quite eonvey our meaning,
becanse for the moment we cannot find the
words that express exactly what we mean.
Sometimes onr words may convey something
alien from our purpose. What I have des-
cribed is done when the seftler’s son is de-
serving and has a sense of responsibility, ait
it is not to he expected that all settler’s sons
have that sense. The sons of many people
have not: some have, and some have not.
The settler’s son is not more distinguished in
that respeet than any other man’s sen. Cer-
tain advaneces are still given to settlers, and
it has to be remembered that in portions of
the group settlements the locations are com-
paratively modern, by which T mean that
they have heen taken up at a later period
than others. Northeliffe, which is one of the
latest settled areas, had not made a very good
start before the depression eame. Aecord-
ingly, the development of Northeliffe has
been handicapped, and has not reached the
same stage as development of properties
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started, say, 12 years ago. Therefore the
Bank trustees are continuing to make ad-
vances in the Northeliffe area. These
advances are largely taken from the vote
provided by Parliament for the Development
of Agriculture, and so it is fitting that they
should eome under discussion here. Not
all of the money advanced to group seitlers
is money advanced by the Agricultural
Bank. If it is taken from the vote for De-
velopment of Agriculture, that is not 2a
charge against the Bank.

Mr. Stubbs: Has that alwavs been the
case?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. 8o
far as T am concerned, it is a heritage. I
took it over when I came into office. The
Bank, of course, advance certain snms too.
Since the revaluations, there has been neaxly
£250,000 advanced to group settlers again.
Some of that money has come from Bank
funds, and a good deal from the vote pro-
vided by Parliament for Development of
Agriculture. As regards sustenanee by
labour advances, for settlers with less than
ten cows, the Timit Jast year was £8 per
month for wife and family of two or over,
less £1 for every cow over two, with a mini-
mum of £5 per month. In February the
deduction per cow was reduced to 15s. and
the minimum was raised to £6. The redne-
tion is operating now in the case of settlers
at  Nornalup, XNannup and  Napier.
For setilers with more than fen cows,
potboiler contracts to a mimmum of £3
per month are granted at the diseretion
of local managers. Additional funds were
provided in February last to enable fuller
use to be made of this arrangement, and pro-
vision for it has also been made on this year’s
Estimates. The matter is subject, of eourse,
to the recommendation of the loeal manage-
menf and inspector. With regard to the
supply of super, the Bank have continued
the agreement to waive interest collections

for four months, from August to November, -

where super is ordered by settlers to be paid
for by orders on cream or milk proceeds for
the months quoted, subject again to the
recommendation of the loeal inspector and
management. In the antumn of 1933, supply
of top-dressing was made by the Bank to all
settlers who ecould not supply themselves,
irrespective of the number of cows ecarried.
In the spring of 1933, top-dressing was sup-
plied to all settlers up to the 15-cow stage.
In the autumn of 1934, fop-dressing was

[ASSEMBLY.]

supplied te all settlers up to and including
the 19-cow stage. It was extended to
settlers carrying this number of eows,
because: il appears to me that this counfry
must be fertilised and top-dressed. Withont
top-dressing, the seftler cannot get mueh in
the way of resnlts. Without top-dressing,
the eountry would not have much carrying
capacity. Complaints are made occasionally
that the department refuse top-dressing to
some clients hut spend money on top-dress-
ing repossessed holdings, It iz evident that
if any policy is followed, it must have
some basis, must he to some purpose. As
regards top-dressing of vaeant blocks, the
uninitiated would be inclined to believe that
this is a foolish expenditure of money; but
it happens occasionally that & holding
will not carry the stock of the set-
tler and that stock has to be e
possessed by the Bank. In faet, that fre-
guently happens. When the Bank repossess,
there must be a place to keep the stock.
If there were no pasture, the stock would
die. In my opinion, it is a good policy to
keep the pasture in existence for this
purpose. Before some settlers vacute,
they take all there is out of the ecountry.
They exploit the holding during the flush
period, and when the lean period comes they
vacate, Therefore the Bank would be want-
ing in foresight if they did not make pro-
vision to carry stock when sueh necessity
arises. The Bank’s policy is & sound policy,
and must be continued, Thousands of cattie
have been repossessed from group holdings.
Many of them have been sold at a loss be-
causc they could not be carried. The others
have to he fed. Therefore we need to buy
fertiliser for the vacated properties, and
we shall continue to do so. Parliament
wonld bhe right in condemning any in-
stilution whieh did not make adequate
provision for such eases. When I was on
the group settlements last, the settlers made
a request that money from the sale of their
surplus stock be put into a trust acecunt,
from which they enuld purchase machinery
or fertiliser. Mr. MeLarty, the QGeneral
Manager of the Agricultural Bank, agreed
to that proposal, and the policy is being
earried out. T think I have dealt with most
of the activities of the Lands Department
and, having done that, I commend the Esti-
mates to the Committee. T shall be glad to
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listen to the views of members who, in their
own electorates, come more closely into con-
tact with the various phases I have dealt
with. I regret I cannot draw a more pleasing
picture of the conditions obtaining in the
farming industry. I am sorry that this
year, when we hoped to get, if not a good
price, at any rate one that would he far
better than those received during the last
year or two, particularly for our wheat, the
fates again are agninst us. I helieve these
conditions will change, although I do not
think there will he any permanent im-
provement for some years. I may Dbe
wrong but I should say that, for some years
to come, settlers must continue to earry on
very earefully and economically if they de-
sire to maintain their holdings. 1 would
advise them to fake their opportunity as
it arises, and whenever they have the
advantage of a price for their wheat that
will enable them to meet their liabilities,
they take that paice. They should not
be misled by a few who sometimes contend
that we have reached the end of the depres-
sion and the beginning of better things, I
did not regard the price of wool last year
as permanenf, but merely as a lucky in-
cident in these diffienlt times. I am
not surprised that wool prices are low this
year, nor will I be surprised if they are
low next year, but, sooner or later, wool
prices will rise again. When supplies are
exhausted and there is a pressing demand
for replacements, the nalions will buy, but
not, as in tne past, for a lony period ahead.
To-day the world is living from hand to
mouth and, until conditions improve, I do
not hope for permanently high prices. I do
not think it can be otherwise, It wounld
have been surprising if we had had any
other experience during the post-war period
through which we are passing. People
frequently say that if there were a war
to-morrow, the Government would find the
necessary money to enable hostilities to
proceed, whereas we cannot find money
for our material wanis to-day. That is
quite right; Governments would possibly
find some money. They would morigage
their future. That is what nations do.
When people panic and fear is abroad, they
do many things that otherwise they would
not dream of agreeing to, and so, during
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the Great nations
future.

Mr. Griftiths: And they ave suffering for
it now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
can consider the position of enemy nalions
such as Germany, Ausiria and Hungary.
They cannot buy our preducts because they
mortgaged the future and are impoverished.
Before the war, 120,000,000 people in Cen-
tral Europe were buying our products; they
are buyers no longer. What we regard as
a stupid poliey on the part of the other fel-
low, who puts up & tariff wall and shuts out
our products, is, after all, to them merely a
policy of self-preservation. If the same thing
occurred to us in our own homes, and, living
beyond our means, we bad indulged in a
veritable orgy of extravaganece, ultimately
we would be forced to live within our re-

War, mortgaged the

gsources. If they were limited, so our
method of living would he contracted
within the limits of our reserves. So it is

with nations. The experience of nations
to-day has not beecn the sole experience
of that type. It has always bheen apparent
after a great war. The other day I
read that the Napoleonie wars were fol-
lowed by a depression lasting for 30 years.
The depression in the Old World that foi-
lowed the Napoleonic Wars drove 200,000
people to Australia in five years, in the hope
of finding a way out of their Qistress. The
war left them in poverty in Europe, and
they came to Ausiralia seeking a new home
in a land where they expected greater oppor-
tunities. We have heard of all sorts of fin-
ancial schemes to escape from our financial
difficulties most of which, I confess, I deo
not understand. I have not had sufficient
time to study them; perhaps I bave not the
capacity to grasp them.

Mr. Stubbs: Have you read the pro-
posals of Major Douglas?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
think they are too good to be true. If [
thought his views were correet, I would ac-
eept his proposals. At the same time, [
cannot understand getting something for
nothing. If that is possible, T shall not be
sorry to participate in that or any other
scheme that will bring happiness and con-
tentment to the people. As a mere ordinary
person, I view matters in the light of condi-
tions confronting me. We live under a cer-
tain social system. T have no doubi we could
alter things materially if the people desired
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to take the risks. We eould adopt Russian
or Italian methods if the people were pre-
pared to do so. I do not know what the re-
sult would be. We can always change a
systemn, but as long as people eling to ihe
system under which we live, we must accept
its limitations. I do not expect, within the
next few years, any great progressive move
in the agrieultural industry, but, sooner or
later, prosperity will return. Of that there
can be no doubt. Nothing is more certain
than that people must be fed and eclothed.
Nature does not always provide those re-
quirdments in abundance. This season, owing
to the economic conditions that prevail, we
reduced the aecreage under crop, and now
calamities have fallen upon us. There have
been droughts in America and Canada, and
in Western Australia in one week our pros-
pective yield is reduced by, in all probabi-
lity, 5,000,000 busheis or more, due to eir-
cumstances over which we had no eontrol.
Nevertheless, we musi keep going on. I
would not compel any man to remain on
the land if he did not desire to stay there.
No Government should seek to do so. If
farmers wish to retain their holdings amd
their homes, they cannot do so without mak-
ing saerifices. If they do so, a competency
is assured to them. That is the future I can
see for the farmers of Western Australia,
and that future will become an accomplished
fact. We are experiencing difficult times
but if our people persist, sooner or later
prosperity will refurn to the agricultural
industry and my earnest wish is that the
people who stay on the land and make sae-
rifices will win through to success.

HON. P, D, FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[8.9]: With the Minister for Lands, I am
of opinion that the nations that are grow-
ing wheat to-day at an economic loss will
not continue doing se for any lengthy
period. Western Australia in particular,
and Australia generally, arc so situated as
to be able to continue the production of
wheat for a longer period than most coun-
tries of the world. Consequently, it would
be wrong to adopt a policy aiming at the
reduction of the area under crop. The time
will assuredly come, and at no distant date,
when every acre we con place under wheat
will be required to feed the people in some
part of the civilised world. For economie
reasons, due largely to the fright sustained
during the world upheaval of 1914-18, some
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European countries have proceeded to grow
wheat at a tremendous cost. There is no
country in the world that ecan produce wheat
as cheaply as Western Australia, and con-
sequently we are privileged fo live in an
area the Almighty anticipated wonld be
used for that purpose. I am certain it
will be so utilised for very many vears
to come. It is regrettable that the Lands
Department should have lost, for the time
being, its former beehive appearance. To-
day portions of the department look more
like a2 morgue than a beehive. I suppose
it 13 due to the fact that land settlement,
as we know it in Western Australia, is under
a cloud. It was intercsting and gratifying
to hear from the Minister that, nofwith-
standing present-day conditions, there has
been increased activity in the selection of
land for pastoral purposes. [ suppose that
has been due, to a certain extent, to the
improved price obtained for wool last sea-
son, when those prices more nearly approxi-
mated the cost of production than this sea-
son’s Pprices. Unfortunately, wool prices
this year have receded to a level actually
below the cost of production, with the re-
sult that many pastoralists are finding it
difficult to make ends meet. At the last
wool sales prices realised were from 9d. to
10d. per 1b. The Commonwealth Wool In-
vestigation Committee, appointed by the
Federal Government to investigate the wool
position 2 year or two ago, teld us definitely.
after going exhaustively into the problem,
that the average cost of wool produetion
in Australia was about 14d. per Ib. Mem-
bers will realise the loss entailed to wool-
growers with prices at 9d. to 10d. per 1b.
The last Parliament altered the basis of
the payment of pastoral land rents o ¢oin-
cide with the rise or fall in wool prices. 1
am wondering how the pastoralists will be
able to pay their land rents this year out
of current low returns, when the rentals
will be fixed in accordance with the high
prices obtained last year. I am afraid many
of them will find it difficult to meet their
obligations.

Mr. Warner: Some will not be able to do
50,

Hon., P. D. FERGUSON: I am afraid
that will be so0, and I urge the Minister to
extend sympathetic consideration to pas-
toralists who find themselves in that diffi-
cult position. I believe the amendment of
the Land Act agreed to by the last Parlia-
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ment was desirable and, generally speak-
ing, 1t provided a fairer basis for the com-
putation of the value of pastoral leases. If,
due to the sudden drop in wool prices,

some pastoralists ecannot meet their
obligations to the Lands Department,
I hope the Minister will deal sym-

pathetically with each case on its merits.
The Minister referred to the devastation
caused in the erops in the northern part of
the State by the ravages of rust. I had
thought that was a question we might have
discussed on the Agricultural Estimates,
not on the Lands Estimates, But wherever
I go in the country districts north of Perth
I hear references made to the rust problem.
In that area, many good farmers who have
produced excellent crops in the past are
going to be just about ruined. And unfor-
tunately the rust is extending farther south,
and has reached the southernmost portion
of the wheat-growing areas of the Midland
and northern distriets. Little or no wheat
is grown this side of Moora, but from
Moora upwards and eastwards there are evi-
dences of rust. The farmers affected are
looking to the Minister and the Govern-
ment to render them some assistance during
the difficult time that is going to eonfront
them in the approaching season. T am in
clined to agree with the Minister that when
he knows more definitely of the dificulties
with which the individual farmers are con-
fronted, will be time enough for him to deal
with the problem. But there is something
essential to be dome and done soon, and
that is the securing of seed wheat of the
necessary varieties to those farmers who will
be suffering as the result of the rust. Some
varieties which the farmers in those distriets
want to grow will not yield wheat of the
quality they will want to seed mext year.
[n view of the fact that those districts do
wot often have visitations of rust, it is only
natura] that the growers in those distriets
will want to grow the wheats that give them
the biggest return per aecre, for although
they might run a risk of losing a certain
percentage of the erop through rust, it is
better to nse wheats known to be capable
of giving them big returns than to attempt
to grow those wheats which, over a period
of vears, wonld not be so reprodunetive and
consequently not so profitable. So I hope
that either the Minister for Lands or the
Minister for Agriculture at no distant date
will make a survey of the position and see

m

what ean be done to conserve for the bene-
{it of those wheatgrowers from Moora to the
Murchison River and out to Mallewd, their
seed requirements for next year. Other-
wise I am afraid unsuitable varieties of
wheat will be sown by some of the farmers,
and that will not be in the interests either
of the individual farmer or of the State
generally. The Minister referred fo the
operations of the Farmers' Debts Adjust-
ment Aet. T am glad to know that over
1,000 farmers have been saved to the Btate
by the operations of that legislation, I do
not suppose that 100 per cent of those far-
mers wonld have gone by the board but for
that legislatien, but no doubt a large num-
ber of them wonld, and I venture to say that
the great majority of them are men whom
we want to remain on the land in the in-
terests of the State as well as in their own
interests. So that legislation has been abso-
[utely worth while. I had hoped the Min-
ister would tell us something of the Govern-
ment’s intention regarding amendments to
that legisiation with a view to what I might
term the rehabilitation of the whole indus-
try. Something needs to be done pretty soon,
either through the Agrienltural Bank or un-
der the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet, in
the way of letting the farmers who are
operating under that legislation, together
with other farmers, know where they stand.
They have now been carrying on for four
vears in the face of disastrous prices for
their main commodity, wheat, and it is diffi-
cult to see how a good many of them are
going to continue nnless some method of
reconstruction be adopted. They have been
clamouring for this for some fime, and pro-
minent men, Ministers and members of Par-
liament, have been telling them the time is
not opportune. That is so, of course. Up to
date the time has not been epportune, bnt
we cannot go on indefinitely on that basis,
and before long we must tell them what the
State is prepared to do for them in order
to save their activities for the State.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
mean?

Hon. P. . FERGUSON: Some method
of reconstruction of the financial position
of the whole jndustry, mainly in connection
with 2n adjustment of the surplus debts
the farmers have incurred over a period of
vears of disastrous prices,

The Minister for Lands: You have the
Agricultural Bank Bill before the House,
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Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: But I am not
sure whether that will meet the position.
Prohably vou do not wish us to embark upon
a discussion of that Bill at this stage. If
the Minister is of opinion that that Bill is
geing to supply the necessary requirements,
I am prepared to do my best to help him
place it on the statute-book. I am interested
in the Commonwealth Wire Netting and
Wire Act, nnder which certain farmers in
this State have been supplied with wire and
wire netting, mainly to fence their proper-
ties against vermin, particularly rabbits. It
is a matter for regret that the £606,000
which the Commonwealth provided nnder
that legislation for Western Australia has
not heen fully utilised. I hope the efforts
of the Minister to get the unexpended bal-
ance of that money will be successful. Good-
ness knows we want it in Western Australia;
nowhere else is it wanted so badly. The
Minister shonld not be unduly hard on these
applicants for wire netting who are in the
unfortunate position of not being able io
stand up to their obligations to the Lands
Department. I understand that wvarious
applications for wire netting have been
turned down becaunse the applicants owe a
certain amount to the Lands Department. I
am not blaming the Minister for refusing
the applications of those farmers who are in
so hopeless a position that they will never
be able to get out of it. But unless a great
number of farmers are supplied with wire
netting, from whatever source, they will
never be able to stand up to their obligations
to the Lands Department and the Govern-
menf; becavse the rabbits have inereased to

such an extent that they are making it abso-"

lutely impossible for the farmer to leep
sufficient sheep to enable him to pay his dnes
to the various Government departments. On
my own farm I cannot keep enough sheep
to pay my way, unless I conserve the feed
that I grow for the sheep. And if it applies
to me, it applies to 10,000 other farmers. So
it is not right for the Lands Department to
be unduly severe on those applicants for wire
netting and wire who are anxious to do the
best they can for themselves and for the
State; it is not right to be unduly severe on
them because in the past they have not heen
able to pay their land rent.

The Minister for Lands: You remind me
of the policy of your Government. T have
the ex-Premier’s minute on the file.

‘now have a Labour Government.
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Hon. P. D. FERGUSON : It was our
policy to a certain extent, but unfortunately
the present Minister has earried out that
policy with a vengeance.

The Minister for Lands: No, I have not.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: If I may use a
Biblical quotation I will say that if we
chastised those farmers with whips, the
present Minister has echastised themn with
seorpions.

The Minister for Lands: That is not so.
More wire netting has heen advanced by our
CGovernment than was advanced by your
Government.

Hon. P, D. FERGUSON: And there has
begen twice as much necessity for it, because
the rabbits to-dny are infinitely worse than
they were during the regime of the previous
Government. Perhaps that is because we
I wish to
urge on the Minister that he give sym-
pathetic consideration to applicants for
wire netting, and not be unduly severe on
them beeause they owe the Lands Depart-
ment some money. Without wire netting
they can never pay the Lands Department
what they owe, unless indeed we get a con-
siderable appreciation in the prices of wheat
and wool. In the present satisfactory prices
of mutton and export lamb there i5 a possi-
bility of those farmers being able to stand
up to their obligations if they are able fully
to ufilise the feed their farms are eapable of
growing. I want to see that feed consumed
by sheep, and partieularly export lambs,
rather than by rabbits. So again I urge the
Minister not to be unduly hard on those
farmers, but to give them every encourage-
ment to use the wire netting. Again, if the
Commonwealth money is exhausted, will the
Minister endeavonr to persuade the Treasurer
to find some money so that the supply can
be continued, cven if the State has to do it?

The Minister for Lands: Bat if the Trea-
surer has no money, where are we to get it?

Hon, P, D, FERGUSON: In that event I
hope the Minister will succeed in getting the
Commonwealth Government to share the Ioss.

The Minister for Lands: I have tried, but
without suceess.

Hon, P, D. FERGUSON": Then if at first
vou don’t succeed, try again. I know the
Minister is interested in the development of
some of those farms which have 1ot proved
very successful as wheat growing proposi-
tions. Many of them might be a hitle more
suceessful as sheep propositions than they
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have been as wheal propositions. It would
be futile for any bank or financial institu-
tion to stock those farms with sheep at eon-
siderable expense to enable the owners ot
the farms to embark largely in sheep pro-
duction, unless protection he provided for
the feed they grow. The only way to give
that protection lies through the liberal use
of rabbit netting. Unless some money can
be found so that we can ntilise it on many
of our farms, the future does not hold out
very bright prospects for those people un-
fortunate enough to own and live on those
farms which have not been a great suceess
as wheat-growing propositions. Every
assistance should be rendered te them fo
change over, not wholly from wheat to
sheep, but to make sheep and cats the major
portion of their operations and allow wheat-
growing on a more restricted seale than in
the past. There are instances of farmers
who have not wanted to grow a great dea!
of wheat, but have been urged to do so by
their bankers. In those cireumstances they
could not he blamed for growing the wheat,
beeause they were merely carrying ent tha
wishes of the institution financing them.

The Minister for Lands: I was under the
Agricultural Bank, but if I did not want
to grow wheat they could not force me tu
do it.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSOXN: The Minister
has been in a position different from that
of many other Agrienltural Bank eclients,
in that he could always please himself what
he did.

The Minister for Lands: No, not always.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Many of the
clients of the bank are not in that posi-
tion,

The Minister for Lands: The bank ad-
vised me to put in dog netting, but I re-
fused to do it.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: Only the day
before yesterday I was speaking to an Asso-
ciated Bank client whose property I know
very well, for it is in elose proximity to where
[ live. I know that his farm is entirely
unsunitable for the production of wheat. For
the growing of oats, barley and fodder
erops, and the raising of sheep, it is a fair
farm. The bank finaneing that farmer in-
sisted or his growing a certain quantity of
wheat. He lost money on every acre he
grew, but to comply with the demand of the
institution, he had to grow wheat.
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Mr. Warner: Probably that suited the
bank.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: That, to a cer-
tain extent, has applied also to clients of
the Agricultural Bank.  They have been
urged to grow wheat in some districts not
entirely suitable for that production. In
some instances it would have been better
if the bank had allowed the farmer to de-
cide for himself the hest erop to grow. See-
ing that the farmer is in such a diffievlt
position, means must be devised to help him
out of it. I do not want to see the farms
abandoned; I do not want to see the thous-
ands of pounds of State money that have
been advanced o back the farmers wasted;
I do not want to see country that has been
cieared at comsiderable exzpense revert to
nature. Once it is neglected, it becomes a
breeding ground for vermin, and constitutes
& menace to every other settler in the viein-
ity. 'We have to prevent that at all costs,
and one of the ways to prevent it is by pro-
viding a liberal supply of rabbit netting.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [8.32]: Im
speaking on this vote, the discussion almost
merges into that which is appropriate for
the Department of Agriculture, and while
one may eneroach somewhat on the other
vote, it should lead to less discussion when
the Minister for Agrieniture introduces his
Estimates. I wish to refer to the somewhat
sorry tale that has been told regarding land
scftlement and agriculture generally, A
good deal has been said about the farmer
not paying his interest or instalments, and
about his defaulting in almost every diree-
tion. Tt bas almost been made to appear
that in this country our farmers are a bad
lot and have not been exerting any effort
to make good The difficulties confronting
agricullure are not by any means peculiar
to Western Australia. They are common
throughout the continent and throughout the
world. T have been reading & book, which
T would commend to the attention of mem-
bers, entitled “The Way Out” hy Upton
Sinclair,

Mr, Hegney: Have vou become a social-
ist?

Ay, GRIFFITHS: One could read that
hook with profit whether he was inelined to
be socialistic or not.

Mr. Hegney: I am glad to see you are
facing in the right direetion now.
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is never too late
to learn or improve. There may be a chance
of my yet crossing to the hon. member’s
side. The author deals with present-day
happenings, referring to starving people
while farmers are burning their ¢corn—I sup-
pose he meant burning maize instead of
other fuel to drive their engines—while fruit
and vegetables are rotting and teachers are
endeavouring to find, from their mesgre
salaries, a little money to help starving child-
ren. Fruit and vegetables are being dumped
into rivers, burnt or otherwise destroyed.
These matiers, of course, involve the ques-
tion of monetary policy with which we ave
not concerned at present. I mention those
points to emphasise that the faet that
farmers here are unable te pay their dehts
is not something peculiar to Western Aus-
tralia, For five years, most of them have
been producing at a loss, having received
something like 2s. 214d. per bushel for their
wheat. We know that last year practieally
every bushel of wheat produced was grown
at a loss. At the same time there are some
people who have not had to encounter all
the difficulties of the recent stressful years.
A relative of mine took up a farm during
the depression. A careful man, he has
capitalised his energy and has no overdraft,
and is gradually forging ahead. It is the
suecession of seasons of low prices that
bas reduced so many people to a hopeless
position, The Minister’s statement about a
certain inspector was somewhat remarkable.
He, like the member for Murchison, I con-
sider, should be in the museum, The mem-
ber for Murchison told us last night that
he had never made a bet in his life, and
did he also say that he had never had a
drink? I may be wrong there.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I would wager with
you on that,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I think that an inspee-
tor who would go round and say thai the
matter of putting up netting was a mere
side-line should be put in the museum. It
is deplorahle {hat a farmer should not utilise
material so essential as netting, especially
when so many settlers are clamouring for
it. It is imperative that neiting he made
available to farmers who ean profitably
utilise it. I admit that many farmers are
deserving of the utmost censure, and the
Minister bas been right in his treatment of
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them, Reference has heen made to the thiev-
ing from vacated farms, but I consider that
motor truck owners have been responsible
for many of those thefts. Tt is not always
the neighbouring farmers who are guilty of
the thieving. A good deal of wheat has
been taken by moter truck owners, not by
Earmers, and disposed of. Touching the
question of salinity in areas of light rainfall,
[ was speaking with the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Nulsen) the other day, and
asked what would happen to the Esperance
lands. I had a publieation pointing out
that the rainfall in that area was very simi-
lar to the rainfall in certain parts of New
South Wales where the finest merino wool
was preduced, The hon. member mentioned
that sheep could be raised in the Esperance
distriet, and all that the Minister said about
settlers there changing over to sheep-raising
is no doubt correet and should be put in
hand. The Minister said that members who
weare naturally in closer econtact with their
own districts might be able fo give more
detailed information ahout the erops. Tn
my electorate it is extraordinary that near
Southern Cross and round about the miners’
settlement there are some very fine crops,
and yet north of the railway, and only a
few 1niles away, the crops are almost
a total failure. Much of the trounble, I be-
lieve, is due to the unfavourable opening
of the season, and to the torrential rains
in March bhaving thrown things out of gear.
In many instances farmers were not ahle
to put their crops in as they wished, or at
the proper time. Then there have been scri-
ous spells of unfavourable conditions dur-
ing the season. In places, weeds have
gained the upper hand. Near Kellerberrin
and eastward of that town more weeds than
wheat are to be seen, and yet, perhaps
half a mile away, are excellent crops. The
experience in the Avon Valley is that the
season has been very much in and out.

MR. BROCKMAN (Sussex) [8.39]: With
much of what the Minister said about the
group settlement areas I agree. He refer-
red to the abandonment of farms in the
Busselton district. I consider that the Min-
ister is wise in his decision not to expend
further money on them, though T believe
with him that those holdings will be found
useful and will be made productive by men
who find part-time work at the port of Bus-
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s‘eiton. Several of those men have made
suceessful farmers, T hope the Minister
will not cut off assistance too abruptly. The
fimber industry is beeoming prosperous,
and some of the men who find employmei
a5 lumpers at Busselton should eventually
make suceessful farms of those holdings.
Regarding the clearing at Margaret River,
I perhaps had a little to do with the Min-
ister's decision to close down that work.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. BROCEKMAN: In my opinion, the
work was far too costly. I have definite
ideas on the expenditure that shonld he en-
tailed for the development of heavily-tim-
bered land. TIn the past we have paid too
much for the work. The development of
our heavily-timbered land should be spread
over a period of vears, the work of ring-
barking, blackboy chopping, and serubbing
being distributed. The enormous cost of
development in the last 15 or 20 years has
almost killed the dairying industry. Had
ringbarking been undertaken 10 or 12 years
before settlement, hetter results would have
been achieved, and much would have heen
saved to the State and the capitalisation
would have been much less. T believe we
are only on the fringe of developing our
sonth-western areas. There is a vast ex-
tent of Iand that will be developed in time,
and it would be wise to adopt a sound
scheme for expending 15s. or £1 per acre on
land designed for settlement in the years
to come. I do not believe in rushing peopie
on to the land and settling men all over
the country without providing transport fa-
cilities as has been done in the past. To
undertake a sound scheme of preparing the
land for settlement would be advantageous
at a time when we have sr many unem-
ployed. I hope the Minister for Employ-
ment will consider this matter in consulta-
tion with the Minister for Lands. It would
be far better to use the money in that way
than to waste it on other schemes. I do
not intend to eriticise the Minister for hav-
ing closed down works of that kind in my
electorate. 1 am sorry the married men at
Busselton were not employed on the work
of clearing instead of being sent away
from their families. The Minister referred
to the unemployed settlement at Nannup.
I hope he will assist those people. They
have done execellent work, and their capi-
talisation is fairlv reasonable, or was a vear
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ago. Because of their work those men are
entitled to a little assistance in the way of
homesteads, horses and earts and machin-
ery. These things could well be transferred
from abandoned group holdings to such de-
serving people.

The Minister for Lands: I have already
approved of that expenditure.

Mr. Hegney: You had better sit down .
now.

Mr. Needham: Keep on while the going 18
good.

Mr. BROCKMAN: The Minister referred
to the rabbit menace. This is becoming a
positive danger to seftlers in the South-
West. Road boards are taking the matter
up. The road board in my district is think-
ing of ealling a conference of alt road
boards in order to secure concerted action.
It is a vital question for many of the group
settlers, especially those in the Nelson dis-
trict, and T hope the Minister will be able
to pive some assistance to help in the eradi-
cation of vermin. Y was also pleased to
hear the reference of the Minister to sons
of settlers being allowed to take up holdings
adjoining those held by their fathers, s
that they might assist their parents and
themselves. The future of these settlements,
particularly in the case of migrants, lies
more in the sons than in the fathers, because
the younger men have greater opportunities
to learn right farming methods, or rather
Australian conditions. It would be of great
advantage if the Minister could adopt thir
principle, He also referred to many of the
holdings not baving sufficient developued
land, so that the settlers mnight carry
enough stock to emable them to meet their
obligations. That is the position, and I
hope something will be done to remedy it.
The unemployed c¢ould well be utilised t»
develop some of this land and increase its
carrying capacity. I know of many farms

adjoining abandoned holdings. It would
be a wise plan if these abandoned
holdings «could bYe handed over .

existing seftlers. If a settler has to earry
the capitalisation of adjoining holdings as
well as that of his own the burden will he
much greater than he ecan hear. Possibly
when the legistation which is to come
before us next week iz heing debated some
means of regulating that situation may be
evolved. I am pleased that the Minister
is taking sauch a lenient view of the group
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settlement question, and I hope he will do

all that is possible to assist the people con-
cerned.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly} [8.50]: The
Minister referred to the efforts that are
being made to have the migration agree-
ment carried ouf, so thaf the setilers in the
Lake Carmody and Lake Varley areas may
in the near future be afforded railway facil-
ities. I was pleased to hear his remarks,
because the Agricultural Bank Royal Com-
mission made an unfavourable reference
to this area. The commissioners must have
made rather a hasty survey of the distriet.
Records furnished to the Agrieultural
Bank, through the inspectors and others
who know the district and have watched
its development, give it a very favourable
report. Last year was one of the poor
years, and yet the settlers averaged about
five bags of wheat to the aere. In other
years they have averaged 10 bags. Suech
productive comntry as that should not
lightly be turned aside by the State. The
faet that it is good stock country gives it
an added value. People with experience
of horses have told me the value of it
from the stock point of view. It is also
good sheep country. The Royal Commis-
sion admitted that the type of settler down
there was very good. Many of those people
have put not inconsiderable sums of money
into their properties. It is hoped that the
efforts of the Minister will be erowned with
success, and that a railway will be run
through the district. Many of the settlers
are 40 or 50 miles from railway facilities.
During the past few years the Government
have been paying a earting subsidy to en-
able them to get their grain to a siding.
Whilst that is necessary in the eirenm-
staneces, it is nof a wise policy to pay out
money for this purpose when there is no
asset left to the State afterwards. I hope
the Minister will in the near future visit
the area, as he visited the Esperance area.
When he does so I am sure he will he
favourgbly impressed. He also referred
to Dr. Teakle’s investigations in the local-
ity. Unfortunately it is generally assumed
that the doctor’s report was condemna-
tory of the country. That ig net so. If
the report be turned up it will he found
that he was fearful that the rainfall would
not be sufficient to leach the salt out of
the ground. There is a certain amonnt of
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alkali in the soil, but he feared that the rain-
fall would not be heavy enough to leach
it out.

Hon, P, D. Ferguson: That referred only
to certain portions.

Mr. SBEWARD: Yes. In to-day’'s paper
I notice the doetor has been conducting ex-
periments at Merredin to aseertain the ac-
tion of salf in the soil. In all probability
it will be found that this area is not so
badly affected, from the grain-growing point
of view, The settlers say they have even
better erops from land which has been cer-
tified by the doctor as eontaining more al-
kali than 1t should contain, than they have
obtained from ground which contains a
lower percentage of salt. I hope the ex-
periments that are being made will eventu-
ally prove that this is one of the profit-
able parts of the State. It is necessary
that this showld be so if the railway which
extends to Hyden Roek is to be turned to
profitable use. It must be extended east-
wards to tap that country as it will then
pass through productive land the whole
way. I am sure it will hearten the sett-
lers to know that the Minister is working
sympathetically on their behalf in this im-
portant matter.

MR. WARNER (Mt Marshall) [8.55]:
I am pleased that the Minister has sueh an
excellent grasp of the position. When the
new legislation dealing with the Agrieul-
tural Bank comes before us next week we
shall have all the opportunities we desire
to deal with the land position and the man
on the land. I would point out that Agri-
enltural Bank clients are not the only peo-
ple who will suffer this year because of the
unfortunate season. Rust and lack of rain
in many parts will lead to a great falling
off in crop results. Although I am not a
pessimist I believe that the yield will not
exceed 25,000,000 hashels. A lot of suffering
is being endured by men who at the com-
mencement of this and last season were in
a fairly sound position. If their harvesting
operations this year result in their being
down in their revenue estimate to the ex-
tent of about £2,000, there will be a cor-
responding fall in their bhanking account
and the defieit will have to be met by the
payment of interest. Something may have
to be done for them in addition to the ex-
penditure that was provided for when the
Estimates were prepared. No doubt, too.
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the clients of the Agricultural Bank will eall
for a greater expenditure than was anti-
cipated. Something will certainly have to
be done for those who are not clients of
the Bank. Primary producers provide the
life-blood of commeree, and they must be
protected. I am sure the Government are
fully aware of the position.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Town Planning, £955:

Mr. HEGNEY: What are the intentions
of the Govermment in rmespect to the Town
Planning Commissioner? 1 understand the
present occupant of the office is holding it
in an acting capacity.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Comn-
missioner was appointed for a period of
five years. The term has now expired. Thz
Government have not yet come to any de-
cision with regard to 2 re-appointment.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Farmers’ Debts  Adjustment,
£2,520; Agriculiurgl Bank, Indusiries
Assistance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£81,582—agreed to.

Department of the Minister for Employ-
ment, Child Welfare, and Industrial Develop-
ment {Hon. J. J. Kenneally, Minister).

Vote—Child Welfare and Outdeor Relief,
£120400:

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
{Hon. J. J. Kenneally—East Perth) [9.1]:
As regards the Department of Child Welfare
and Outdoor Relief, this vear’s figures will
be found to he of somewhat the same
category as last year’s. There are some
additions to expenditure, particularly in the
matier of staff, the necessity for which I
shall refer to later. Hon. members are aware
that the department, particularly in the
times we are passing through, have an im-
portant function to perform in dealing with
protection of infant life, legal adoption of
children, investigation of complaints of ill-
treatment of children, supervision of children
placed in orphanages and industrial sehocls,
or boarded out with foster parents and
foster mothers, and those released on proba-
tion by Children’s Courts, assistance fo
women on whom children are dependent,
assisiance lo unmarried mothers, hoth finan-
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elally and in legal aid to obtain affiliation
orders wherever possible, outdoor relief to
those in distress through sickness, street
trading by children, offences by.children up
to the age of 18 years dealt with through
Children’s Courts, and probation and pre-
ventive work in conneetion with children.
That represents a fair curriculum of work
for the officers of the department. The
nature of the work causes the Child Welfare
Department to he closely allied with the
operations of the Employment Department.
The system now operating, and in operation
for some time past, is that if a man having
a family to support is able to work and there
is no employment to be found for him,
and he has to be assisted, sustenance must
come through the Employment Department.
But if a man is a hospital case, or is unable
to perform work of any sort, in snch cirenm-
stances if assistance is needed for the man
and his family, the case comes under the
purview of the Child Welfare Department.
It does appear to me that the system adopted
of having the two departments under the one
Minister, prevenis not only a great deal of
overlapping but also many efforts to pass
the respounsibility from one department to
another. The activities of the two depart-
ments are so closely allied that, as the
fizures velating to the administration of
each department will show, the result of
both departments being under one Minister
has been a eonsiderable saving to the State.
On the 1st July, 1934, the following children
were under the care of the department:—

Children in institutions, Wards of
Department, on subsidy 609
Children boarded-out on subsidy 410
In Government Reeeiving Home .. 33
1,052
Children at service and in training .. 265

Children with relatives and others,
without subsidy 378

Children with mothers rccewmg allow-
ances, but not Wards of Dep‘trt
ment 2,871

Children under su: )ears of zl.ge placed
out with licensed foster-mothera
and licensed institutions, and pa.id
for by rclatives .. 91

Childrea on probation from Children’s
Courts and industrial schools ..

4,921

The above numbers are 122 in excess of
those for the previous year, The policy of
the department is, wherever possible, to have



978

the children placed with foster mothers. It
is realised that if the bome life of the child
can be restored, the child’s well-being is by
that means better protected, even though it
does occasionally cost a little more to have
the child eared for by foster parents. The
endeavour of the department is now, more
than ever, t¢ get the child boarded out with
foster parents, ILet me say also that it is
most pleasing to know that foster parents
are offering in greater proportional num-
bers than has been the case previously.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Does thai mean
that the oceupation is profitable?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I do not know that so much. In fact, I do
not think it can successfully be argued that
the person who takes a child, especially one
of tender years, and cares for it in the
manner which the hoarding-out commitiee
require and by inspection ensure, wounld
make a profit out of the amount ailowed by
the department.

Hon P. D. Ferguson: Such persons arve
doing a jolly good job for the kiddies.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I was replying to the suggestion that this
is a profitable business. I do not think much
profit is made out of it. I do know, and a
visit to the Mt. Lawley Receiving Home,
whence children are often entrusted to foster
parents instead of being sent to institutions,
would convince hon. members, that most of
the people who apply for children, and par-
ticwlarly young children, are driven by a
force which is not mereenary, but rather
humanitarisn—the love of little children.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You have not had
many unsatisfactory foster parents, have
von?

The MINISTER FFOR EMPLOYMENT:
No. The department have been very success-
ful in that respect. Now that this aspect
has been mentioned, I should pay a tribute
to the boarding-out committee. The mem-
bhers of that commiftee give their services
in order that the less fortunately circum-
stanced children in this community may be
cared for properly. To the members of the
committee the deparimeni and the publie
owe a debt of gratitude. Of the total num-
ber, 4,921, of children nunder the care of the
department, 609 were maintained in insti-
tutions, and 410 were boarded ont in 272
private families. Theve has heen an inno-
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vation in the direction of the nppointment
of a woman probation officer. Hon. mem-
bers will be aware that the department have
for some years had o male probation officer,
who has been giving excellent service to the
State. His functions are not only to take
action when boys are not being eared for
properly, but also, wherever possible, to
prevent boys from falling within the pur-
view of the law. When hoys have to be
charged before the Children’s Court, the
male probation ofiicer’s duty is to ensure
their receiving proper ufter-care, so that
they may not be placed in such a position
again, For some time there was an agita-
tion to have a woman probation officer ap-
pointed, and I have been able to secure the
necessary funds for the appointment. The
resnltant benefit is made manifest in the
operations of the department with regard to
girls. As regards the courts, the position
previpusly was that when a boy was charged
the male probation officer would be there
for him to appeal to if he wished; but it
was considered to be not altogether right
thut a girl who was charged should only
have a male probation officer to assist
her or to tell her side of the guestion.
The appointment of the female probation
officer has greatly assisted in that respect.
She was appointed on the 1st November,
1933. Dauring the eight months ended 30th
June last she made 746 visits to homes, 223
interviews in the office took place in regard
to difficult girls, girls on probation from
the court, expectant single mothers, unmar-
ried mothers and institutions, and 82 cases
were attended in the courts. By close in-
vestigation into the home conditions and
parential eontrol of a child before she comes
before a court the probation officer is able
to recommend to the magistrate that the
child be given a irial on probation from
the court instead of being committed to the
care of the State. Satisfactory probation
in these cases is a definite financial saving
to the State, but more important still, the
child has the opportunity of living a nor-
mal life. Since her appointment this
officer’s time has been more than fully oceun-
pied. It is only when the needs of the
Position are clearly focused that an appre-
eiation can bhe eorrectly formed of the value
of preventive work, bringing in its train
family and personal happiness and obviat-
ng State control with ils consequent State
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expenditure. As regards assistance to
women upon whom children are dependent,
on lst July, 1934, relief was being given
to 1,282 cases, as under—

Widows . . o .. 479
Ineapacitated husbands .. +. 385
Deserted wives 298
Single .. . . . 70
Husbands in sanaterium .. . i2
Husbands in asylum .. . 16
Husbands in prison .- .. 14
Foster mothery .. .. .. 8

Totat 1,282

As regards outdoor relief, there were, in
addition, 220 cases, as follows:—

Widows . .. .. 69
Deserted wives . .. 26
Incapacitated husbands .. 54
Single sick personsg 4 |

Further, there were 2,871 children receiv-
ing assistance who were noi wards of the
department. Each of the homes is visifed
at least once a quarter by a departmental
inspector. The inspeciing staff includes six
qualified nurses. I do not think that of the
money expended by the department dur-
ing the year, any portion has been more
beneficially expended than that represent-
ing the salary of the female probation of-
ficer. In addition, representations were
made by various ‘women’s jorganisations
that the system was not correct whereby
womenfolk_in distress who fonnd it neces-
sary to apply to the department for assist.
anee were obliged to tell all their trombles
to the man behind the counter. Tt was
urged that that system should be altered by
the appointment of a woman officer to whom
the women could tell their troubles. Pro-
visiop has been made in that respect, neces-
sitating the alteration of the office build-
ing so as to provide a private room in which
the woman officer may interview female
applicants. The appointment of that
officer has also proved highly beneficial in
providing opportunities for women and
girls to place their exact position before one
of their own sex. The Estimates provide
for an anticipated expenditure of £130,849
as against the expendifure for the previons
year of £128,863, an estimated increase of
£1,986. Of this amount, £1,279 is on ac-
count of salaries, and £707 on aceount of
contingencies. The Estimates show how
the contingent amounts are arcounted for.

. 979
Should members require any additional in-
formation regarding them, if they will men-
tion the wmatter I shall be glad to furnish
additional particulars. To the 30th June,
1933, there were 1,028 wards of the State
on subsidy, and at the 30th June, 1934,
there were 1,052, showing an increase of
24. The number of children under the
care of the department as wards is slightly
increasing, and additional expenditure of
£695 is provided to meet that inerease.
Members will find there is a slight increase
under the heading of ‘‘Incidentals.”’
Apart from salaries and wages, regarding
which provision is made to meet the pro-
posed partial restoration of financial
energency cuts, this Vote provides for

the entive upkeep of the Government
Receiving Home, which is the clear-
ing house for all children committed

to the care of the State by the Children’s
Courts prior to being sent to institntions,
or boarded out with privaie families. Dur-
ing the past year, 706 children passed
throvgh the institution, which is situated
in Mt. Lawley, the average weekly number
maintained being 41. The staff at the Home
consists of a matron, three staff nurses,
four female attendants, one male at-
tendant and clerk, one cook, one laun-
dress, one seamstress and an outside man.
During the year provision has heen made
nnder which the Fairbridge Farm Sehool,
as the result of an agreement, has been
placed under the supervision of the inspec-
tors of the Child Welfare Department. T
bave bad opportunities to visit the farm
school on two or three occasions and, as the
State is held responsible for the provision
of portion of the subsidy by whieh the in-
stitution is maintained, it is but reasonable,
from a departmental point of view, that
the Child Welfare Department should have
that right so that the State can say defin-
itely that proper care is being taken of the
children housed at the farm school. At the
moment there are 340 children there. The
department provides a subsidy of 3s. 6d. per
week per child up to a limit of 300 ehildren,
which is supplemented by a similar subsidy
from the Commonwealth Government and
5s. per week per child from the Overseas
Fund, making a total subsidy of 12s. per
week per child, Members who have noi
visited the Fairbridge Farm Sechool would
be interested if they could see the work
that is being carried ont thera, The insti-
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tution is condncted on the village system and
aims at deleting the institutional phase alto-
gether. A number of cottages are provided
with a “house-mother” in control of each.
Each ‘“house-mother” is responsible for 12
or 14 children. The youngsters were taken
from homes where they lived in very strait-
ened circumstanees in the Old Country, and,
in their new surroundings, they have every
opportunity to make good. At least they
are given an opportunity practically equal
to that enjoyed by any other child in the
State. I pay a tribute to the work that is
carried out by Colonel Heath and his good
lady, as well as by the other attendants at
the farm school, on hehalf of these future
citizens of the State. Those who leave the
institution mostly go into domestic serviee
or into rural ocecupations. There is an
after-care system, so as to continue wateh-
ing over the interests of the children, and
it is n striking tribute to the efficiency of
the staff that there have been few, if any,
failures as a result of the training the youny
people have received. Dealing with the
Council of Induostrial Development, a slight
change has been effected as a result of the
active campaign embarked upon to promote
the interests of our secondarv industries.
The object was to assure greater patronage
so as to give those industries an opportunity
to expand and, with expansion, o secure the
employment of a greater number of our
own people. As a resnlt of those activities,
it beenme necessary to appoint an addition-
al officer. One has been selected to act as
seeretary of the Economic Couneil. the
members of which are performing work
equal to the best T thought they would be
capable of when I originally appointed
them., It appeals to e as a very big social
experiment. Every Fridav men and wo-
men, drawn from sections representing
every phase of industrial thought, meet
with the object of making condifions better
for their less fortunately circumstanced fel-
lows, The personnel, amongst others, in-
cludes the President of the Employers’ Fed-
eration, the President of the Trades Hall.
the President of the Pastoralists’ Assoeia-
tion, the President of the Metropolitan
Couneil of the AL.P., and representatives
of the different industrial unions. When
one sees them at their weekly meetings.
studying problems with which eivilisation
13 heset to-day, and notes the resmlis fol-
fowing upon their discussions, one is justi-
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fied in the hope that their activities may be
extended in the future to a bigzer spherc.
If that could be achieved, then a State
adopting a poliey, the effect of whieh will
promote the tendency for those engaged in
industry to meet around the table and dis-
cuss their problems, is the one that showia
reap the advantage.

Mr. Grifliths: Do women’s organisations
participate in these conferences?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes. There are women associated with
the Beonomic Couneil and, in addition, there
is a separate Women’s Economie Couneil
presided over by the Lady Mayoress and
consisting of women drawn from all sec-
tions of society. A short time ago the mem-
bers of that body visited the whole of the
shops in the metropolitan arca in order to
induce the shopkeepers to provide employ-
ment for our own people by promoting the
stocking of loeal goods. The women aru
carryving out splendid work in thot direc-
tion,

Mr. Griffiths: I am glad to hear the Min-
ister say that becanse I wished him to make
the statement. I know what they are do-
ing.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
T do not think there can be many people
in the metropolitan area who do not know
of the good work those women are carry-
ing out. Tater on I shall place before
the Committee some figures showing
the result of these sctivities. A de-
finite and fairly successful effort has
been made to harness the energy of
the people to tackle problems that have
proved immense in every country, not alone
in Western Australia. It is of no advantage
merely to pass those problems by with the
assertion that we eannot conquer them. I
have advanced propositions here and else-
where in order to induce the people to
assist our seeondary industries. 1 do not
suggest for one moment that a definite and
permanent solution of the unemployment
problem will be achieved in that way, nor
do T put forward these propositions from
that standpoint. On the other hand, if we
can create a proper huying sense among gur
people, it will mean the solution of the un-
employment problem for the next eight or
ten years. Last year we spent £9,300,000 in
the Eastern States and in return they spent
£1,300,000 in Western Australin. Those
fizures are nltogether out of proportion. Tt
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can be shown that in certain lines, as a resuit
of the agitation in the interests of loeal pro-
duects, we reduced the importations of those
particular lines by a value of £110,706 lasi
year, and the State Statistician reports that
during that period 1,313 additional people
were engaged in the production locally of
those particular lines. Seeing that that addi-
tional employment was secured as a result of
curtailing exports to a value of £110,706,
whereas the total imports represented
£0,300,000, it must be obvious to members
that if we can develop the correct buying
sense, we shall be placed in the position of
providing to men and women and our young
people the opportunifies to which they are
entitled. Tt will be agreed that the activities
I refer to are along right lines. The person
who ignores the movement and is not pre-
pared to render assistance to local industries
and thereby provide additional work for our
own people is nothing but a traitor to West-
ern Australia. Our young people should
obtain employment here and not be com-
pelled {o go elsewhere for jobs. As I have
already indicated, these activities necessitated
a change in the department. Members will
find on the Estimates that the salary of the
seceretary of the Unemployment Department
is now a charge against the Couneil of In-
dustrial Development, to which it rightly be-
longs. That officer is designated as Seeretary
to the Council of Indamstrial Development.
In future the salary of that officer will be
added to the expenditure of the couneil, and
the employment salary expenditure will he
less by the £80 previously allowed.

Mr. Doney: Are his serviees to be trans-
ferred too?

The MINISTER T'OR EMPLOYMENT:
No. '

Mr, Doney: Then why debit the conneil
with the transfer?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Beceause the salary is a matter for the Conn-
cil of Industrial Development to meet.

Mr. Doney: His work is not all with the
couneil.

The MINISTER I'OR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, and its associated activities.

Mr. Doney: Only a small proportion.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
No, a big proportion. The additional officer
T previously referred to has been placed im-
mediately under him. It will be recognised
that this is not additicnal expenditure. Tt
merely decreases one section and corres-
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pondingly inereases another. I have also
found it necessary to agree to the classiii-
cation of the staff of the Employment

Department and some of the officers
of the Council of Industrial Devel-
opment. On assuming office, 1 found

that the staff in the Employment lepart-
ment had been asking for a long time to
be placed on the permanent staff. Some
of them had been there for a great number
of years. T have been able to get the
Publie Serviee Commissioner to take that
in hand and elassify the staff. This has
already been done for a certain number of
them, and there are still others to receive
that attention. I will deal later with the ques-
tion of the number of the staff; bui the
main thing desirable is that, when men and
women have been any length of time in the
service, and are to remain for an indefinite
period, they should be placed on the perma-
nent staff. In that respect some inereases
which they received on appointment, dated
back to the 1st January of this year, al-
though the definite appointments were not
made until towards the end of the financial
vear. In the item “Contingencies”
dealing with the indusérial department it
will be seen there is provided £120. Last
year it was £50. 1 have had it increased
hecause the department is going in for ad-
ditional exhibitions of local products this
year. last year we conducted an exhibi-
tion in the Government House ballroom
which was attended by 70,000 or 80,000
people, including 12,000 children, in whom
we wished to ineuleate a correet buying
sense so that they might grow up with that
advantage. This year we shall be start-
ing well before Christmas to conduct nn
exhibition in Government House ballroom
in sufficient time to bring it before the
people of the State hefore they spend their
Christmas money. It is proposed to lay
before them information as to how to spend
that money if they wished fo assist the Eco-
nomic Couneil in their campaign for the
eonsumption of local products.

Mr. Crifliths: That last exhibition was
a very fine one.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Tuoder the small-loap seheme introduced o
make money available to those who desire
to renovate their homes, there has heen .
considerable amount of money advanced
The first sum set aside was £20,000, after
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which it became necessary to increase the
amount. One of the condifions of a loan
is that, wherever possible, local products
must be used by the person securiag the
money. The expenditure of that money,
combined with the expenditure of Govern-
ment money, whieh is keeping at least 100
men employed the year round renovating
publie buildings, has played its part in giv-
ing an impetns to the building trade.
Mr, North: Is that scheme still open?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, it is. We have had 143 tenders ap-
proved, and the work put in hand. The
loan is managed in conjunction with the
Workers’ Homes Board and a few repre-
sentatives of the FEeonomic¢ Council, the
total involved being £17,403. In addition
there are 4G applications waiting for an
aggregate sum of £4,745, or a total of
£22148. Tt is thought that out of £20,000
no less than £8,000 will be absorbed in
wages paid on the job, exclusive of wages
paid in allied industries. This fund is be-
ing absorbed at approximately £150 per
week. On this basis full time employ-
ment is being found for about 36 men over
a period of 12 months. The Economie
Couneil recommended the formation of 2
special committee to consider the provision
of additional homes cafering for the needs
of those in receipt of less than £4 per
week. The Economic Counil contend that
if we could give attention fo the building
of houses to suit the income of a man on £4
a week or less, we would gradually bring
about a far better housing scheme partico-
larly in the metropolitan avea than exists
at present. The committee has now heen
formed and consists of architects and repre-
sentatives of the Public Works Department
and is trying to devise means by which a
house that could be paid for on a rental of
15s. per week and give decent accommoda-
tion might be provided. It has cceurred to
the Government that if this could be done,
it would be better to advance meney on
lines such as that than on some of the lines
we are advancing upon at present, and
which were referred to by the Minis-
ter for Lands to-night. On that com-
mittee’s report bheing made available,
the Government will consider that as-
pect of the question. The Eeonomic Coun-
eil has been operating in conjunction with
the Chamber of Manufactures and various
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branches of the Returned Soldiers’ League
in conducting a series of local products ex-
hibitions, As I mentioned a while ago, we
owe a debt of gratitude to that couneil; anil
I do not wish to exclude from that debt
other organisations that have assisted, as,
for instance, the Returned Soldiers’ League
and the AN.A., which materially helped in
the exhibitions heing held in country centres.
At the moment I am giving attention to the
provision of a railway train that will go
through the counlvy districts, each truck or
coash of the train carrying a display of
loeal prodnets, That will serve to let coun-
try people know what ean he produced here,
and shonld induee them to favour goods of
loeal origin.

Mr. Griffiths: That will be repeating am
experiment previously carried out.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
But of eourse it will be a considerable im-
provement on the earlier one. In that re-
spect we have received valuable assistance
from various organisations On the 20th
September I decided to ask the manufae-
turers and all engaged in loeal produetion
to meet me and go into the question whether
we could get additional assistance, and have
greater co-operation between the manufac-
turers and the Government. There were 160
manufacturers at the conference, and the
enthusiasm they showed then and have shown
since gives me hope that there is going to
be a tremendous improvement in the con-
smnption of loeal products in this State.
They appointed a ecommittee to go into
ways and means of taxing themselves, and
they have now adopted the report of their
own committee, which aims at the provision
of £3,000 per annum for three years, to be
paid by the representatives of the local pro-
duets themselves in order to intensify the
campaign and extend opportunities for get-
ting additional service and, incidentally—
this is where the Government come in—
placing additional people in employment.
They have agreed on that campaign and are
now setting about the provision of the money.
After that meeting I had the unique experi-
ence of having to refuse to take cheques
from them in order to start the fund going.
Not many men these days find themselves
in that awkward position, but I refused, for
the reason that the fund will have to be
established on an organised system and must
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be kept entirely apart from Government
funds.

Mr. Marshall: You don't want fo let the
Acting Treasurer get hold of it.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Possibly I had that ie mird when I refused
those cheques. The money will be placed
in a trust account and threc trustees will
be elected by the manufacturers themselves.
The money is to he spent in the manner best
calenlated to keep local produets hefore the
people. not spasmodieally, but each week and,
if necessary, every day; by printing eata-
logues giving the housewife an opportunity
to know what can be produced locally, and
by a house-to-house canvass, if necessary.
s0 as to point oub to the women-folk the
necessity for providing work for their own
boys and girls. T feel sure that the £3,000
which the manufacturers have decided fo
make available annually for this eam-
paign will be returned to them tenfold,
and that its influence will be felt for a con-
siderable time to come. Big alterations have
taken place in that respect to whieh I shall
refer later. If we had not reccived the
assistance of people such as those I have
mentioned, the suecess of the campaign
would not have been very great. On the
committee supporting the campaign are
representatives of the Women’s Eeonomice
Couneil, Mcen's Economic Couneil, Chamber
of Manufacturers, retail merchants, whole-
sale merchants, Shop Assistants’ Union,
yvouth movements, and Returned Soldiers’
League. In eonjunction with representatives
of the Economic Counecil and the Chamber
of Manufacturers I have had an opportunity
to visit a large number of industrial estab-
lishments in the State. The visits were
greatly appreciated by those interested, and
the Press have been kind enough to give good
publicity to them., The information avail-
able is that the result to the factories con-
cerned has been greatly to improve their out-
put. I wish to say for the benefit of those
who may read my remarks that the loeal pro-
ducts eampaign cannot be of much use unless
it i1s earried out in its entirety. I was at a
factory celelrating the opening of extensions
vendered necessary by the campaign, and
the person most concerned had been enthus-
ing about the benefit of the campaign to local
produets. He asked me to have a cigar, and
held out a box of foreign cigars for me to
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help myself. That is not the spirit in which
the eampaizn should be waged.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
[ pointedly refused o take a cigar of foreign
manufacture,

Mr, Griffiths: Good man!

The Acting Premier: Refusing cheques
and refnsing ecigars!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
[t was not long before a hox of local eigars
was produced, and thougzh I took one of the
local eigars, I did not mention that I did not
smoke cizars. 1 had a somewhat similar ex-
perience at Albany. One of my first duties
was to aftend to an 5.0.5. signal from the
Albuny Woollen Mills asking for a Govern-
ment advance order to keep the looms going.
The position at the present time is that we
are trying to get additional money to extend
the machinery to cope with the orders re-
ceived, because it has been necessary to
ration orders for a considerable fime. There
are 120 employees engaged in the mills, and
that means a circulation of £400 or £50¢ a
week in wages in Albany. There is no reason
why 1,000 people should not be employed
there. Of 48 or 50 woollen mills in Anstralia,
we have only one in Western Australia. The
turnover there has increased from £28,000 to
£53,000, but there is no reason why the turn-
over should not be a quarter of o million,
hecause there is suflicient work offering in
the State if only it were directed into the
right channel. While at Albany I opened a
new butter factory, and the people assembled
were gquite entbusiastic about the local pro-
duet, provided it was butter. When 1 looked -
around, however, I recalised that they were
not wearing suits of Albany-made materisl,

Member: Can it be obtained?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT-
Yes.

Mr. Doney: We must not destroy recipro-
cal trade altogether, We have to sell our
wheat.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I am not aiming at destroying reciprocal
trade. We are sending £9,300,000 to East-
ern Australia yearly and are doing a trade
of a million and a few hundred thousand
pounds in return. That needs to be rectified.
We are entitled to have that trade more
nearly equalised. If we could ent down our
imports by half, we would have to import
people into the State to do the work that
would be offering.
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Mr. Patrick: You would not need to im-
port them; they would come from the East-
ern States.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
They would probably follow the trade, but
if they did not, they would have to be
imported, because there would be more work
than our people could deo.

Mr. Doney: Unless we export our wheat,
we shall not have money to pay for goods.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
We do not export our wheat to Eastern Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Doney: The cigars did not come from
the East.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
If the hon. member cannot see that any
benefit will accrue from the campaign

Mr. Doney: Do not be misled; I am agree-
ing with it.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Then going beyond Australia, the national-
ism developing in different countries is not
going to bhe lessened because Australian
trade is of a certain value only. While
people are subsidised to the extent of 0s.
per bushel for growing wheat as against im-
porting our wheat, we have to consider whe-
ther for all time we are going to acecept
their goods to the detriment of our own
people. That applies morve particalarly o
this State. Evidence is not wanting re-
garding the success of the campaign. Tf we
take the mean employment for the vyear
1929-30 as equalling 100, the following fig-
ures become interesting:—In January, 1932,
this figure had fallen to 65, but there was a
steady improvement during the wyear, the
December fisure being 83, and the average
744, TLast vear showed still further im-
provement, the average for the year being
83.8. The lowest point, 79, was reached
in July, and the highest, 91, in Deecembor.
For the first nine months of the present year
the average figure was 92. Let members com-
pare that with the figure 65 previously
referred to. The lowest figure was in Jan-
nary, namely 89, and the highest in Sep-
tember, 96. The figures for the respective
months were:—January 89, February 90,
March 93, April 95, May 92, June 91, July
80, August 92 and September 96. T should
like to point out that the whole of ‘the
people represented by those figures are not
in full-time employment. Tt is our task,
wherever possible, to place them jn full.
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time empioyment, to which they are en-
titled. Dealing with unemployment relief
a mis-print on page 93 of the Estimates,
should be rectified. Referring to the num-
ber of officers employed, the number “127
should he altered to “14,” and the number
“22" should be altered to “33.” The esti-
mated expenditure for 1934-35 is £100,000,
a reduction of £132,161 on last year's expen-
diture, and a reduction of £250,000 on the
estimated expenditure at the commencement
of last finaneial year. Expenditure on the
Labour Bureau is estimated at £6,961, an
mnerease of £338. This increase is due to
extra provision for fares to be advanced. The
department encourages men to seek private
work and the advancing of fares by the de-
partment has assisted considerably, TLast
yvear the department advanced fares to the
value of £6,146, the highest on record, and
the collections to the end of last financial
vear totalled £5,086, or 82 per cent. It is
expected that practically the whole of the
faves advanced will be recoverable. The ad-
vancing of fares to our people fo enable
them to look for work is preferable to the
growing practice of men who have secured
employment arranging for their relatives
and friends in other States to come here
and partake of the employment which is
offering to the detriment of our own citi-
zens. The revenue under the heading of
“Unemployment Relief” consists of recov-
eries of sustenance advanced fto men pro-
ceeding to relief work, recoveries of assis-
tance to prospectors and others, and recov-
eries of assistance pending finalisation of
compensation ¢laims. The revenue collee-
tions last vear on account of unemployment
velief totalled £2,818, which was £400 be-
low the estimated revenue. This decrease
was due to the closing of the Blackhow
Camp and the consequent reduction in can-
teen receipts. This notwithstanding, the
revenue collections were £471 over those nf
the previous vear. The estimated revenue
for this year is £2,100. The revenue of the
T.abour Bureaun is estimated at £5,500. This
consists of eollections of fares to be ad-
vaneed. Tast vear the estimated revenue
from this source was £3,600, and the actual
collections were £5,086. A comparison of
the unemployment position reveals that on
the 7th October, 1933, there were 4,406 fam-
ilies receiving sustenance at a weekly ecost
of £5,849. On the 6th Octoher, 1934, there
were 1,068 families recciving sustenance at
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a weekly cost of £1,425. Thus during the
12 months there were 3,338 fewer families
in receipt of assistance, and the reduced
payment was £4,424 per week. Ou the Tth
October, 1933, there were 9,683 persous
employed on Government yelief work, whien
together with those in receipt uf sustenanece,
made a grand total of . 14,089 either
in receipt of sustenance or on Governwent
relief work. For the week ended 6th Octu-
ber, 1934, there were 9,129 persons engaged
on Government relief work, which, together
with those in receipt of sustenance, made a
grand total of 10,197, or just on 4,000
fewer families deponding on the Gov-
crnment for either sustenance or relief
work. That is the only way in which we
can judge whether we are making any pro-
gress. If, as was stated by interjection by
a member of the Opposition some time ago,
we were simply transferring men on sosten-
ance to Government relief work financed
by loan money, we would he perpetnating the
burden, and there wonld come a time when
loan monev would not be available. The
fact that in 12 months 4,000 fewer people
are no longer dependent on sustenance or
Government relief work indicates that they
are heing absorbed iu private industry, and
if that continues, they will cease to be a
charge upon the State. The statement that
the improved position has been bhrought
about by the transfer of men from susten-
ance to Government rvelief works financed
by loan funds eannot be substantiated. We
can only judge the effects of economic con-
ditions by comparisons. That the headway
has heen considerable may be gathered from
the faet that during the height of the de-
pression no fewer than 17,000 families were
receiving suslenance at a cost to the State
of £660,000 a vear.

Mr. Patrick: A lot of men have been
absorbed in the mining industry.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
It does not matter where the people are
employed, so long as we can find work for
them. The main thing is to restore to our
people their independence, of which they
have been deprived for many years, and
without which no State is any good. That
independence can only be restored by pro-
viding men with emplovment that will give
them adequate living conditions. We must
aim at the goal of giving them full-time work
at not less than the existing basie wage. T
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should like the mining industry to ahbsorb
even more people. 1 am making available to
men on retiel’ work passes io enable them io
proceed to employment elsewhere. When they
get ahead of their earnings they can draw
their money, and we make available to them
passes so that if they are offered work else-
where, they may proceed to take it, whether
in the mining industry or in any other
avenue. Mining has absorbed quite a
number of men jn that way. Of course
it does not do to send men out bolus
bolus in the hope of their finding
work when they get to some other place.
Tt is necessary that the work should first
be available to them. The Government have
liberalised tht permissiblc earnings of the
men. Investigations are being conducted by
the deparlment to ensure that men are not
drawing relief funds to which they are not
entitled. Fverv ecase in whieh a person is
suspected of receiving sustenance, or get-
ting relief work as the resnit of a false
statement is heing closely inquired into. No
member wonld hold any brief for a person
who wilfnily imposed on the State to obtain
help to which he was not entitled. At one
time there was a fair amount of fraud going
on at the expense of the State. Men have
glaimed money for wives and children who
existed only in their imagination. One
man obtained sustenance for a child
who had been dead for 18 months, and
others have obtained it for echildren who
were in England. No political party wounld
stand for that sort of thing.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson:
pretty low,

The MINISTER FOR BEMPT.OYMENT:
The Department has been able to save a
considerable amount of money by prevent-
ing that sort of conduet. Every person who
receives money, sustenance or relief, who
is not entitled to it, is depriving some other
person in want of the opportunity to have
his position improved. I have kept the
investigation staff very busy. Whilst the
staff generally has heen reduced for the full
year from 84 to 69, the expenditure by
the staff has not been greatly diminished.
This is due to the fact that additional ex-
pense has been involved in keeping the of-
ficers travelling from place to place, inter-
viewing applicants for relief, and in ensur.
ing that the person in need of relief gets
it as speedilv as possible. They also have

It is stooping



986

ta see that persons who are not entitled to
relief do not get it, and that they are sub-
Jeet to the penalties that can be inflicted
upon people for such actions. They have to
ensure the equitable distribution of that
which is available aceording to the family
responsibilities and the cirenmstances of
the individual. TFor Government rveliet
work, the system of checking the time from
the pay roll of the men employed on such
work has been instituted. Co-ordination
there has made it possible fto employ ad-
ditional people. This week’s return shows
that we are now starting on the last 1,000
unemployed. Actually there are 968 per-
sons on sustenance awaiting employment.
Many of these are not fit to do a day’s
work at ordinary employment. The task
of the Government is to sec that those
who are not fitted for a full ordinary
day’s work are given employment with
whieh they can cope, and to see that those
who are in employment are taken gradually
towards the full-time standard. We de-
sire to restore the standard of living in this
State to that which every member would
desire to see accomplished. Those who are
not fit to perform an ordinary day’s work
have been classified according to the class
of work they are able to do. The medieal
officer and the Conservator of Forests
and his officers have been In the forests
and have gained a knowledge of the class
of work that will be vequired there. By
that means it is possible to say to what
extent these men are fit for that work.
T have had very goed reports of the inves-
tigations, and as a result of the co-opera-
tion between the office and the Torests De-
partment, we have been able to find em-
ployment for a large nnmber of persons
coming under this category. Towards the
end of last year the ecamp for single men
at Blackboy, and the Immigration Home
at Fremantle, were closed. The cost of
Blackboy was £121,375, and of the home
£7,826, a total of £120,201. Although dur-
ing the height of ihe depression these in-
stitutions played their part, it became de-
sirable in the interests of the men that
definite work should be provided so that
they might regain their manhood. I re-
call with pleasure the reception I received
recently  at  the Wooroloo Sanatorinm
grounds, where we had placed a number of
men at work. Some of those men thought
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they had come to an industrial <dead enst.
After three years’ spell in the Blackboy
Camp they felt they would not he fit to work
again. Many of them in my oflice arguel
against going to work, but they went. There
are no more contented men now than these,
because they have gradunally got back their
independence. They find they are able to
work, and are only toc anxious to do so.
I bhave one letter which I prize very highly
from a man who argned against going to
work. He wrote o me recently, as he says
an the birthday of his son. He said he
had gone to work against his will, but he
found when he started he was able to de
the job. He gradnally beeame more used
to it and was able to do better work. He
left the department and married. He is
able to do ordinary farming work. He said
in his letter that on the birthday of
his boy he thought he would write
a letter to the man who had made
it possible for Him fo get into
that partienlar walk of life. Those
are things which make the effort worth
while, If one could do that with any number
of cases, one would be only too glad to do it.
No better illustration of the benefit of clos-
ing these institntions can be furnished than
that expressed in the different ontlook
of men who were formerly in camp and
who are now earning their livelihood, but
who, had they remained much longer in idle-
ness, would have aecepted the position that
they were unemployable. Certain portions
of the operations of land clearing, particu-
larly, do not lend themselves to day labour;
but so that men might have an appeal
against piece rates fixed, the Government
last year set up a board eonsisting of an
independent chairman, a Government repre-
sentative, and a representative of the
workers. The operations of the board have
worked smoothly, and to the benefit of all
concerned. In point of faef, the decisions
of the board when made are retrospective to
the date when the appeal was lodged; and
that does away with the neecessity for any
stoppage of work., Pre-natal assistance is
rendered to expeetant mothers upon produe-
tion of suitable medical evidence and after
taking into consideration the whole family
position, To sustenance cases the assistance
ts usually in the nature of milk allowance
or other forms of nourishing food prescribed.
In the case of relief workers, a little addi-
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tional work is allowed in special cases.
While the objective of full-time work is not
at present eapable of achievemeat, the sys-
tem introduced by the Government, of giving
u certain period of full-time woik, together
with the payment of margins for skill, and
holiday pay, and eamp allowanee according
to the award, is an advaneement in the
system of part-time work, and has been the
means of !mproving the position of those
who, unfortunately, have had to suffer severe
hardships through the period of acute de-
pression, The aim of the Government is to
improve still further the position of these
men, when and as soon as finances will per-
nit. A further move consists in not making
men available to outside bodies for their
sustenanee only; and the department have
evidence of the benefits of the cancellation
of this past practice—benefit not only to the
mer, but also to the revenue of the State.
Firewood supplies have been given during
the winter, hut of ccurse on a seale con-
sistent with the reduced number on susten-
ance. Where it is shown, on medical evi-
dence, that dental and eve treatment is neces-
sary in ihe ease of single men, additional
work up to a given amount is approved to
snaple them: to receive, prinecipally, dental
treatment. The work of the officers directly
engaged in giving relief iz of a nature re-
quiring tact and patience, and the manner
in which the duties have been performed is
te the credit of the officers conecerned.
I desire to refer to a matter mentioned
by the Minister for Lands, namely the Frank-
land River camp, At present I am using
that camp practically as a clearing station
for single men. At the moment, under 50
men are there. The work there was evi-
dently being performed for the purpose of
making the area a stock-holding country.
Land was being eleared, or partly cleared,
and attended to in a manner which would
render it valuable from the point of view of
stock-holding rather than that of dairying
or other purposes. A question was raised
by the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Doney) whether the whole of that money
will Be lost. It is quite possible that the
whole of the money will not be lost, even
though the present Government have decided
that the system shall be altered. In dealing
with unemployment I have not made it my
practice to adopt an attitude of simply
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eriticising, which gets us nowhere. It may
be that when the Frankland River eamp was
opened by the previous Government, that was
the only jeans of rendering employment
available quickly for a given number of
people.

Mr Doney: That was the case,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That, however, would be ne justification for
the suceeeding Government continuing on the
same lines, instead of altering the system
when the time for alteration had
arrived. The position now is as follows:
There ave many holdings on which the Gov-
ernment are still making advances. If we
can bring those holdings to the point of
productivity at an earlier period than wounld
otherwise be the case, we shall render it
unnecessary for the Government to continue
making advances lo the settlers over the
whole of the period contemplated by the
original system, and the State as a whole
will gain as a result of the alteration. The
State will at once receive some direet bene-
fit from the work performed hy the men on
those holdings. Again, if the men are
placed at the point of produetivity more
speedily, and are enabled to earn their
own living earlier, there will be resiored to
them that sense of independence which is
so valuable to the community. Therefore
the system has been altered, and at a con-
venient time the Frankland River settlement
will be closed. To close it immediately wonld
involve the risk of losing thie bénefit of the
work already performed. But it is quite
possible that the land will be made available
to people who wiil he able to use it when
the time comes. The general position re-
garding unemployment is befter now than
it has been since the period of stagnation
set in. I have already mentioned that we
are down to less than a thousand men unem-
ployed. Unemployment relief pavments last
week totalled £1,300 odd, as against about
£6,000 per week 12 months ago. The dif-
ference is going in the provision of work,
and the beneflf of the additional money cir-
culating has made itself manifest in the
community. Practically every timber mill
that was open previously has been re-
opened. Between 800 and 1,000 additional
men are now placed in the timber indus-
try. That fact, while representing an im-
mediate benefit, also makes for the develop-
ment of the South-West. Again, in the
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couwntry distmots comparatively very few
men find it necessary to apply for susten-
ance, The work is there, and naturally the
vas{, majority of men ave only foo anxious
to take any work offering so that they
may be enabled to support themselves and
their farilies. T have much pleasure in
submitting these Esimates. I only hope
that at the end of another 12 months we
shall be able to report equally good progress
as on this oceasion.

MRE. NEEDHAM (Perth) [10.18]: Tne
Minister for Employment is to be congratu.
lated on the very detailed and comprehen-
sive statement he has just delivered. Tt
affords members a great deal of interesting
information. Everyone will be pleased to
hear that instead of sustenance having to
be paid to thonsands of men, the posifion
has so far improved that sustenance is he-
ing paid only to men in hundreds. T re-
echo the hope just expressed by the Minis-
ter that the day is not far distant when not
anyone will be in receipt of sustenance. No
doubt the steps taken by the Employment
Department have considerably minimised
the destitution and the curse of unemploy-
ment that have been rampant. While
we all realise that the remedies ap-
plied now are merely palliatives, it will be
conceded that the trouble will eontinue while
the cconomie diffieulties remain. I wish to
direct the attention of the Minister to the
activities of the Boys' Employment League.
T do not seek to enlist his sympathy, because,
long hefore he occupied his present position
as Minister of the Crown, he took an active
part in the work of the leagme during the
early stages of the period of depression. I
intend asking him if he can provide the
league with a little more assistance than it
receives ai present. The league has done a
considerable amount of .good work, and is
continping along those lines. The latest
figures show that, to date, the placements of
boys have totalled 4,333, or an average of
approximately 30 per week. The applica-
tions to date have totalled 4,360, and the
weekly applications average 31. At the end
of the year, thousands of boys will be leaving
the State private and secondary schools, and
we may presume that the majority of them
will apply to the league for positions, That
is a sorry picture, presenting the tragic side
of our eeconomic difficulties. Wave upon
wave of youths leave the schools and colleges,
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ounly to find themselves up againsi a blank
wall, with no avenue of useful employment
available to them,

Mr, Doney drew attention (o the state of
the Committee.

Bells rung and a quornm formed.

Mr. NEEDHAM: In order to cope with
the position, the leagne was formed and, in
the course of its work, has experienced con-
siderable difficulty in meeting necessary ex-
penditure. I am informed that the only
assistance obtained from the Government is
the provision of a secretary, a clerk and free
office accommodation. That is very little,
and the league would welcome further assist-
ance, although realising the financial diffieul-
ties of the Government. In 234 years, the
league has received £717, £200 of which was
made available by the Lotteries Commission.
There has been no Government grant in cash,
and the clerk, who was made available by the
Government, is very much unnderpaid.

Mr, Hawke: So are we all.

My, NEEDHAM: The league desive the
Government o consider making money
available so that the fares can be paid for
boys who have to be sent to the ecountry to
take positions, and also that a similar con-
cession can be granted to boys who pro-
ceed from one country job to another. 1
participated in a deputation from the league
to the Minister, who was very sympathetic.
The statement was made on that oceasion
that men who secured sustenanee jobs had
their faves paid. The leagne contends
that just as those men are rightly assisted
in that direction, so the league should he
assisted by the provision of money for the
fares required by the hoys. Efforts have
to be made to provide for boys to proceed
to jobs in the country, or counfry boys
who .have to be sent to the fown for work,
to see that the boys get the best wages
available, to make sure that the places where
the boys go are suitable, that they will be
well looked after; to see thai provision is
made for clothes, boots, meals in transit,
sustenance for country boys awaiting trans-
port, and so on, and the league is hard put
to it to make that necessary provision. I
have a few figures to indicate the assist-
ance rendered by Governments in the East-
ern States to similar institutions. Victoria,
on a population basis, places one-third of
the numher of boys for whom positions a.e
found in Western Awustralia, and the league
there has a staff of eight fullv-paid officials
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to carry out the work, In addition, the Ben-
digo Rotary Club received from the Vie-
torian Government £2,000 for placing 25
boys. Mauy of the boy employment move-
menfs in the Eastern S{ates are supplied
by their respective Governments with free
postage, or its eguivalent. The league in
Western Australia does not even receive
free postage, or any grant for that purpese.
A similar organisation for the placing of
girls in positions in Western Australia, ac-
cording to the Auditor General’s report.
received in 1931-32 over £6,743; in 1932.33,
£4,121, and, for the portion of 1933-34 to
the 7th September, £2577. The Boys’ Em-
ployment L.eague does not complain about
the assistance rendered to the movement for
the girls, but points to the difficulties ex-
pericnced in carrying out the work it has
in hand. In placing over 4,000 boys in
work, not one has displaced an adult
worker, and the lads have been saved from
losing their morale through inability to se-
cure work. We know low degrading it is
to the youth of the State to waste their
time in idlenezss. A lot has already been
done by the league, and the service ren-
dered has been of advantage to the State
hoth from an edueational and a moral point
of view. For these reasons alone I would
commend the request of the league to the
Minister. Tt does not require much, onlv a
little cash to help these lads with their
transport to the varions jobs.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [10.31]: The
hon, member has stolen my thunder.

The CHATRMAN': The hon. member must
not reflect on another hon. member,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not wish to do so.
I have had some conversations with members
of this league, and I know from experience
the fine work they have been doing on behalf
of younths waiting for employment after leav-
ing school. The league have had praetically
no assistance from the Government. The
figures given by the member for Perth as to
what has been done by the league have been
most illaminating. Only to-day I heard from
a member of the league that there is some
move to put them under the auspices of the
Technical School. I hope the Minister will
see to it that some assistance will be granted
in the direction indicated by the member for
Perth, and I trust that the activities of the
league will net be curtailed in any way.

Progress reported.
[39]

939

ASSENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the following
Bills :—

1, Forests Aet Amendmeant.

2, Soldier Land Settlement.

House edjourned at 10.34 p.m.

Regislative Council,
Tuesduy, 30th October, 1934,

) PicE
Adminlstration Act (Estate and Succession Duties)
Amendment Bill Select Committee, exten-
elon of time ... ... 989
Billz: [odustriea Asslatance Act Continuance (No.
2), 28 ase

Road bisﬁﬁc't:s' Act Amend meut ii\"o. 2):‘;.21:. e

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

ADMINISTRATION ACT (ESTATE AND
SUCCESSION DUTIES) AMEND-
MENT BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On metion by Hon. J. Nicholson, the time
for bringing up the report was extended to
Tuesday, 13th November.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 25th October.

HON. H. SEDDON (XNorth-East) [4.35]:
This Bill is the usual annual measure to ex-
tend the operations of the Industries Assist-
ance Board. Tt is unfortunate that we have
not before us ihe report of the board for
the vear just closed. and therefore can only
discuss the Bill in the light of the informa-
tion supplied by the Minister. I should like



